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THE ARMY ON THE FRONTIERS. 


HE situation of the troops posted on our Western 
frontiers, and especially of those placed in garri- 
sons in the hostile Indian regions, is very unenvi- 
able, as they are between two fires. If they do 
any real service they are denounced by pseudo- 
philanthropists ; if they fail for any reason to do all 
that may be expected of them, they are accused by 
settlers and travellers of inefficiency. The telegrams 
from Arizona giving reports of sudden Indian out- 
rages usually include a statement that the settlers 
complain of the apathy and inaction of the military 
stationed in the Territory. So general has the be- 
lief become among the settlers that regular troops 
are unfit for Indian warfare that the Governors of 
the Territories on occasions of Indian outbreaks, al- 
most invariably apply to the Government for author- 
ity to organize volunteers, as in all respects prefer- 
able. Yet it could easily be shown that totis paribus 
regular treops have been used more effectively in 


cies, dare not act without positive instructions. 
General SuLtLY could and would have prevented 
the massacre by the Indians of the white settlers in 
Western Kansas in 1868, if he could have obtained 
the authority he asked for. It was withheld from 
him, and a special agent sent on to confer with the 
Indians, who, while professing the most amicable 
intentions, quietly made their warlike preparations, 
and perpetrated one of the most fiendish outrages 
recorded in the annals of border warfare. We 
need notrecall how SHERIDAN was abused from 
one end of the country to the other on ac- 
count of the merited punishment he inflicted 








operations against hostile Indians than volunteers. 
To go back no further, witness the campaigns of | 
General HARNEY a few years since against the Sioux, 
the brilliant winter campaign of Major PRICE} 
against the Hualpais in Arizona in 1867 and the 
chastisements recently inflicted by General SHERI- 
DAN upon the Sioux, Cheyennes, and their allies, 
and upon the Piegan family of Blackfeet. No vol- 
unteers have ever done such rapid and thorough 
work, nor can they ever. Discipline is just as ne- 
cessary in this as in any other kind of warfare. Vol- 
unteers will undoubtedly fight well in defence of 
their families and property, but it is impossible to 
obtain from them that prompt and unquestioning 
obedience which can alone secure the unity of ac- 
tion essential to success in any kind of warlike expe- 
dition. 

The inefficiency alleged against the Army in the 
Indian country arises from causes not inherent in 
the service, but contingent to it. The thinly pop- 
ulated region lying between the Missouri riyer and 
the Sierra Nevada is pretty thickly dotted with 
forts and military camps, but they are poorly garri- 
soned. Ordinarily a company of cavalry and one of 
infantry are allowed to a post. These companies 
are never full, and very often not more than half 
full. The number of soldiers ready for field duty is 
still further reduced by the drafts constantly made 
upon the ranks for mechanics, laborers, teamsters, 
etc.,in accordance with the orders that no civ- 
ilian shall be employed about a military post in any 
work for which soldiers can be used. As there is al- 
ways a great deal of work to be done about a post— 
cutting and hauling wood, hay, rebuilding and re- 
pairing quarters, barracks, corrals, etce.—it usually 
happens that there are barely men enough to exempt 
from “extra” and “daily duty” to furnish the ordi- 
nary escorts and guard mounts. When a sudden 
emergency calls for a detachment of soldiers, not 
more than fifteenor twenty can be spared. This is 
the situation of most of the posts in the heart of the 
hostile Indian country, and itis not the fault of 
their commandants that the savages frequently com- 
mit murders and thefts, even upon the military res- 
ervations. 

In addition to this, officers do not feel at liberty 
to inflict chastisement upon the Indians, except 
when they can clearly identify them as the perpe- 
trators of overt acts of hostility, and not even then, 
if they profess friendship. The officers are allowed 





very little discretion, and, even in pressing exigen- 


upon the Piegan murderers and _ ravishers, 
nor how, at a later period, an attempt was made to 
drive him out of the Army for his chastisement of 
these Indians—a chastisement which the Catholic 
missionary declared was richly merited and most 
wholesome in its effects. 








Mr. SEWARD has one advantage “over ordinary 
travellers in that the people he visits are usually 
more curious to see him than he to see them. Still 
he met with some trouble from the Chinese, the 
officials being all sick at first; but, after his return 
from a visit to the Great Wall, they had recovered, 
and received and returned his visit. We iind in the 
Shanghai News Letter the following “remarks,” 
which our distinguished ex-Secretary of State “ ad- 
dressed to Rear-Admiral JoHN RODGERS, on the 
Great Wallin China, November 13, 1870”: 


ApMIRAL: The Government of the United States has in- 
formed me that it has instructed you to show me convenient 
and suitable respect, if I should be so fortunate as to meet 
you in this journey in foreign waters. As an acknowledg- 
ment due from me to the Government and yourself, I now 
request you to report to the Honorable Secretary of the 
Navy that, together with your official staff, you ‘have kindly 
and gallantly attended me fro.n the port of Shanghai, where 
| we met, over the stormy Yellow Sea, up the tortuous Pei- 
Ho river, and over the plains, through the city of Pekin, to 
the Great Wall, from which I have been able to look down 
southward upon the declining power of China, and north- 
ward upon the aboriginal region of the North Pacific coast 
of the Asiatie continent. 

I shall come short of my duty if I shall not be able to 
improve this great experience for the benefit of our country 
and of mankind. 


It is certainly a fitting climax to the unusually 
honored travels of the American statesman that he 
should “say a word” from the top of the Great 
Wall; and the Navy may feel a just pride that one 
of its members was the recipient. What the Chinese 
may think about Mr. SEWARD’s remarking upon 
their declining power, in return for the hospitality 
shuwn, him is another matter. As Mr. SEwarp 
does not talk pigeon English, it is to be hoped they 
did not understand him. 





From a sort of territorial Coventry Florida has re- 
cently been thrown open to outsiders, and has suddenly 
become a region of considerable interest and attractive- 
ness to those unhappy residents of the Northern States 
who have no natural fondness for a winter of nine 
months, and cold weather the rest of the year, as well as 
for that more interesting class whose delicate organiza- 
tions and fragile constitutions compel them to seek a less 
vigorous climate, and who turn their steps toward the 
mild and equable temperature of our southeastern penin- 
sula. The Indian, too, has just assumed unusual im- 
pertance, and has become the prominent figure in the 
foreground of Congressional legislation, in the discussion 
of the caucus, and in the beneyolent schemes of Chris- 
tian philanthropists. The “ irrepressible conflict” in 
the solution of the problem ‘involving the status of the 
negro has reached its “expected end,” and we are now in 
a fit condition to turn from the contemplation of African 
ebony to the study of native American mahogany. For 
a proper understanding of the various phases and many 
sides of the Indian character, the story of Sergeant At- 
kins, just published,* furnishes much novel and valuable 
material which is of practical use and of ready application. 
The author is familiar with the scenes and personages he 
describes, and knows whereof he affirms. The peculiar 
idiosyncrasies of the aboriginal are not set forth in any 
single exposition or analysis of his characteristics, but 
are to be found in occasional and incidental touches and 
reyelations in the story which the reader feels assured 





* Sergeant Atkins: a tale of adventure founded on fact. By an 
rye a United States Army. Philadclphia, J. B. Lippe 
co) ° tu 





holds “the mirror up to nature.” The nobler qualitie 

of the savage and his capabilities when brought into 
favorable contact with genuine Christianity and civiliza- 
tion are depicted with a delicate pencil and with graphic 
power, while with equal fidelity the writer sketches the 
cunning, subtle, cruel, and treacherous fiend when his 
passions are roused and his blood is fired by the detect- 
ed villany of the white wretches who prowl about the 
“agencies” for the sordid and soulless purpose of ruin- 
ing the red man in this world and the next. The views 
of the author as to the proper policy of the Government 
and the future fate of these lords of the soil are, we sup- 
pose, given in the “ big talk” of Sergeant Atkins, as re- 








lated in the twenty-second chapter. And perhaps a 
careful study of the statesmanship of the sergeant, de- 
rived from an experience of forty-five years in the ranks 
and a confidential intimacy with various specimens of 
the race, may result in the conviction that itis really 
more philosophical and not less valuable than the closet 
speculations and sentimental theorems of those who have 
recently been accepted and recognized as oracles on this 
vexed question. 

As descriptive of Florida in its physical aspects, the 
work has high merit. The varied and peculiar scenery, 
the luxuriant and magnificent vegetation, the bewitching 
and delicious climate, are all described with striking ac- 
curacy and with felicitous touch. The style of the au- 
thor is generally lively, flowing, and picturesque, and, 
as we suppose this “'Tale of Adventure” to be his first 
essay in the pursuit of literature, we think the reader 
will agree with us that it affords flattering promise of fu- 
ture triumphs should the writer “follow the trail” 
which he has so successfully started. Apart from its 
mere literary merits, and as a graphic, well told, and 
spirited narrative of border experience and Indian war- 
fare, “Sergeant Atkins” really gives us all the facts of 
the Florida war which are necessary to aclear under- 
standing of its origin, progress, and character. In the 
vivid and dramatic description of Dade’s massacre it 
would have been, perhaps, better to have inserted in full 
the names of the heroic officers who there fell victims 
to the barbarity of Indian warfare. When the actors 
and events are real they should not be excluded from the 
romance of history. 

The publishers have done their work ina creditable 
style as regards paper and typography, though we have 
observed an occasional oversight of the proof-reader. 
But while they were doing up the sergeant in handsome- 
ly adorned muslin they ought not to have perpetrated 
the enormity of transforming the “ leggins” of a Florida 
Indian into a white man’s breeches. The travesty is as 
bold as to clothe a Florida “cracker” in velvet and 
broadcloth. We can conscientiously recommend “ Ser- 
geant Atkins” to the profession as a genuine Army story 








N. BrouGHtTon DEVEREUX, Esq., chief of Revenue Ma- 
rine and Hospitals, Treasury Department, and for nearly 
ten years connected with that office, will, it is understood, 
shortly resign to perfect arrangements for the publica- 
tion at Washington of a new journal—The Spectator of 
the Globe—which, it will be remembered, was announced 
two years ago, but its publication suspended in conse- 
quence of Mr. Devereux’s continuance in the depart- 
ment. We learn that it was in contemplation to issue 
the’ Spectator years ago, but the opening of the war in- 
terposed to prevent at that time the carrying out of the 
project. 


Tue Pall Mall Gazette notices the seein pam- 
phlet which is being largely circulated in China, and to 
the influence of which the late massacres and the wide- 
spread feeling against foreigners may be largely attrib- 
uted. Besides the principal subject upon which the au- 
thor of the pamphlet dilates the book includes a good 
deal of appendix matter, in the shape of “ miscellaneous 
quotations,” “ notes,” or “ records.” Among these quo- 
tations is one from the “Mirror of the West,” to the 
effect that “in England they have the art of cutting out 
paper men and horses, and by burning charms and re- 
peating incantations, transforming them into real men 
and horses. These they use to terrify their enemies. 
They may, however, be dissolved by beating a gong or 
by discharging large guns at them. They may also be 
dissolved by spouting water over them.” 








Tar ‘furkish government have ordered a large armor- 
plated ship of the Sultan class to be built in England. 
This formidable vessel will be nearly 6,000 tons, and her 
engines will probably be of 1,200 horse-power nominaj 
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THE ARMY. — 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 17, 1871. 
General Orders No. 4. 

THE xccompanying table of the price of clothing and 
equipage for the Army of the United States, with the al- 
lowance to each soldier for clothing in kind during each 
year of his enlistment, and the money allowance therefor 
toreach month and year, is approved and published for 
the information and guidance of all concerned. 

It will take effect on the Istof April, 1871, after 
which date and until further orders, enlisted men will 
be charged or credited on each muster-roll with the 
amounts that may be due from or to them on account of 
clothing, and their clothing accounts will be settled 
whenever they are paid by the Paymaster. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TownsEnpD, Adjutant-General. 

[We shall publish the tables accompanying this order 
another week. General Order No. 3 has not yet been 
received at the War Department from the priater. It 
contains a complete list of the Army officers after the 
muster out was completed. We expect to publish it 
next week.—Ep. JOURNAL. | 





Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 28, 1871, 
General Order No. 6. 

In order to carry into effect the requirements of Gen- 
eral Orders No. 122, December 3, 1870, from this offico, 
for a reduction of the battalion of engineers, the unex- 
pired portions of the punishments inflicted by sentence 
of General Courts-martial in the cases of such enlisted 
men of engineers as may be selected for discharge will 
be remitted and the men discharged the service. 

The commanding officers of the different companies of 
engineers will furnish to the several reviewing authori- 
ties the names of the men selected for discharge, in or- 
der that the proper Special Orders in each caso may be 
issued. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General. 





Wak DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, January 31, 1871. 
General Orders No. 7. 

The staff of division and department commanders will 
be limited to— 

Ist. One assistant adjutant-general, or an officer to act 
in that capacity if none be assigned. 

2d. The authorized number of aides-de-camp of the 
commander’s grade. 

3d. One medical director, who shall also perform the 
duties of attending surgeon of the post where the head- 
quarters of the commander is established. 

4th. An officer of the Quartermaster and one of the 
Subsistence Departments may be designated as chiefs of 
those departments at any headquarters provided they 
also periorm depot or purchasing duties; but no addi- 
tional officer will be allowed for that purpose without 
special authority. 

5th. An officer of the Pay Department may be desig- 
nated as chief paymaster, provided he also makes his 
proportion of the payments within the command. 

6th. When an officer of engineers or of ordnance is re- 
oo temporarily for a specific duty on the staff of 

ivision or department commander he will be announced 
as such in orders from the Adjutant-General’s office, and 
will only be relieved or transferred by similar orders. 
7th. Officers belonging to the Inspector’s or Judge-Ad- 
vocate’s Departments who have heretofore been assigned 
from the Adjutant-General’s office will continue as 
assigned, but no additional line officers will be allowed 
for the duties of those departments. 

All line officers now attached to the staff of the several 
headquarters, except those above designated in the first 
and second p:ragraphs, will be immediately 1elieved and 
ordered to join their regiments ; and all staff officers now 
attached to the headquarters of division and department 
comm*nders not included in this order will be relieved 
and ordered to report for instructions to the Adjutant- 
General of the Army. 

By order of the Secretary of War. 

E. D. TowNsEnD, Adjutant-General. 








ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Issued from the Adjutant-General’ ending 
2 . January 30, 189 a 
Tuesday, January 24. 

THE leave of absence granted First Lieutenant Wil- 
liam J. Reedy, Twenty-second Infantry, in Special Or- 
ders No 3, current series, from headquarters Department 
of Dakota, is hereby extended ninety days. 


The superintendent General Re ruiting Service, New- 


port Barracks, Kentucky, will prepare a detachment of 
one hundred recruits from those which are or may from 
time to time become disposable at the depot, and forward 
it, under proper charge, to Huntsville, Alabama, where 
it will be reported, upon arrival, to the commanding offi- 
cer Second Infantry for assignment to his regiment. 


Wednesday, January 25. 


Leave of absence for three months on fsurgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability is hereby granted First Lieutenant 
William J. Volkmar, Fifth Cavalry. 

As soon as the recruits ordered by Paragraph 2, Spe- 
cial Orders No. 24, January 18, 1871, from this office, to 
be sent to Companies G, First Artillery; K, Second Ar- 
tillery, and I, Fourth nes i serving at Fort Monroe, 
Virginia, have been forwarded, the superintendent Gen- 
eral Recruiting Service, New York City, will forward, 
under proper charge, in detachments of convenient size, 
two hundred recruits from those which are or may from 
time to time become a at the depot to Galveston, 
‘Perea. =hars thew will be reported by telegraph, upon 


arrival, to the commanding officer department of Texas 
for assignment to the Eleventh Infantry. ; 

The resignation of Second Lientenant A. Sidney 
Smith, Third Cavalry, has been accepted by the Presi- 
dent, to take effect January 31, 1871. 

By direction of the President, so much of Special Or- 
ders No. 127, Paragraph 9, from this office, June 2, 1870, 
as transfere Captain James F. Grimes, Tenth Infantry, 
to the list of unassigned officers, on account of ill-health, 


and grants him upon surgeon’s certificate of disability 
| leave of absence for six months, is hereby amended to 


dirsct him, upon being relieved from duty with Tenth 
Infantry, to eg te his home at Hillsborough Bridge, 
New Hampshire. 

An act, [Private, No. 69,] approved June 30, 1870, for 
the relief of James C. Strong, having authorized his rec- 
ognition as Colonel of the Thirty-eighth (consolidated) 
New York Volunteers from November 16, 1862, to June 
22, 1863, so much of Special Orders No. 322, Paragraph 
2, from this office, dated July 7, 1866, fixing in the hon- 
orable discharge of the officer a stoppage of pay as Col- 
onel from November 16, 1862, to June 22, 1863, is hereby 
revoked. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s office, on Thursday, January 26.] 

Friday, January 27. 

Assistant Surgeon W. H. H. Michler is hereby re- 
lieved from duty in Department of the Missouri, and 
will re in person to the commanding general Depart- 
ment of the Platte for assignment. 

The telegraphic instructions of the 23d instant to Cap- 
tain Thomas C. Sullivan, commissary of subsistence, to 
report in person to the general commanding Department 
of the Platte for duty in connection with the subsistence 
of Indians in that department, are hereby confirmed. 

Upon the expiration of his present leave of absence, 
First Lieutenant A. E. Woodson, Fifth Cavalry, will re- 
port for duty with his regiment. 

The telegraphic order of the 23d instant, from this of- 
fice, granting Captain V. K. Hart, Seventh Cavalry, 
sixty days leave of absence, is hereby confirmed. 

The following-named officers are hereby relieved from 
their present duties, and will, upon the receipt of this 
order, proceed without delay to join their respective reg- 
iments: Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Wallen, Eighth In- 
fantry ; First Lieutenant W. L. Foulk, Tenth Cavalry ; 
First Lieutenant George Mitchell, Second Artillery; 
First Lieutenant Stephen O’Connor, Twenty-third Infan- 
try; First Lieutenant James A. Haughey, Twenty-first 
Infantry ; First Lieutenant W. I. Sanborn, Twenty-fifth 


Infantry. 
Saturday, January 28. 

By direction of the President, the board to retire dis- 
abled officers convened at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
by Special Orders No. 194, August 9, 1870, from this 
office, is hereby dissolved, and the officers composing the 
board will proceed without delay to their proper stations. 

Hospital Steward Michael McKendra, U. 8S. Army, 
will be discharged the service of the United States, for 
drunkenness, upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. » 

Upon the recommendation of the Surgeon-General 
the following changes in the stations and duties of offi- 
cers in the Medical Department are hereby made: Sur- 
geon G. Perin will report without delay to the general 
commanding Department of the Missouri for duty as 
medical director of that department, relieving Surgeon 
Madison Mills, who, upon being relieved, will report by 
letter to the Surgeon-General for assignment to other duty. 

A board of examination having found First Lieu- 
tenant C. M. Edwards, Tenth Infantry, “incapacitated 
for active service,” and that, in the judgment of the 
board, said incapacity is due to disease contracted or 
from exposure in the line of duty, the President directs 
that his name be placed upon the list of retired officers 
of that class in which the disability results from long 
and faithful service, or from sickness or exposure in the 
line of duty, in accordance with sections 16 and 17 of 
the act approved August 3, 1861. 

Leave of absence tor four months is hereby granted 
Captain J. L. Humfreville, Ninth Cavalry. 

ave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
— Charles N. W. Cunningham, Twenty-fourth In- 
antry. : 

Leave of absence for four months is hereby granted 
ag, William O’Connell, Fourth Cavalry. 

ve of absence for six months on surgeon’s certifi- 
= of disability is hereby granted Surgeon A. F. Me- 
chem. 

Special Order No. 14, January 19, 1871, from headquar- 
ters Seventh Cavalry, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, as- 
signing First Lieutenant Charles S. Isley, Seventh Cav- 
= * Company H of that regiment 1s hereby con- 


Monday, January 30. 
Leave of absence for ten days is hereby granted Sur- 
geon Ebenezer Swift. 
T.eave of absence for three months is hereby granted 
cud Lieutenant Samuel K. Thompson, Twenty-fifth 
infantry. 

(The Special Order of December 31, 1870, has not becn furnished 
to the Army anp Navy Journat heretofure, nor has it been pub- 
lished in full, prior to this date (January 30, 1871.) We insert it 
here to complete the record. Ed. Army axp Navy JourNat.) 

Saturday, December 31. 

The following changes of stations of Companies F and 
I, Fourth Artillery are hereby made: Company F is re- 
lieved from duty at the Artillery School, Fort Monroe, 
Virginia, and will eed to Fort Foote, Maryland. 
Company I is relieved frem duty at Fort Foote, Mary- 
land, and will proceed to Fort Monroe, Virginia, for 
aa 4 at the Artillery School. 

e extension of leave of absence granted First Lieu- 
tenant William Stephenson, igned, in Special Or- 
ders No. 113, November. 16, 1870, from headquarters Mil- 
itary Division of the Missouri, is hereby further extend- 
ed airy days. 

The following-named officers are announced on the 
staff of the General of the Army, as aides, with the rank 





of colonel, to date from January 1, 1871, and will report 


to him in person u being relieved of their present 
duties : Captain John E. Tourtelotte, Seventh Cavalry ; 
Captain John M. Bacon, Ninth Cavalry. 

e leave of absence heretofore granted Captain Mor- 
ris Ordnance Department, is hereby extended 
thirty days. 

The leave of absence granted Assistant Surgeon H. BR. 
Tilton in Special Orders No. 244, December 5, 1870, from 
headquarters Department of the East, is hereby extend- 
ed sixty days. 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at West Point, New York, on the 4th day of January, 
1871, or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of 
Cadet James W. Smith, of the United States Military 
Academy, and such enlisted men as may be brought be- 
fore it. Detail for the court: Captain Alexander Piper, 
Third Artillery; Captain H. M. Lazelle, Eighth Infan- 
fantry; Captain R. T. Prank, First Artillery; Captain 
‘H. A. Hascall, Fifth Artillery ; Captain H. A. Du Pont, 
‘Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant E. H. Totten, Thir- 
teenth Infantry; First Lieutenant E. K. Russell, First 
Artillery. First Lieutenant Asa B. Gardner, First Ar- 
tillery, judge-advocate of the court. 

Upen the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, 
Agsistant Surgeon Robert M. O'Reilly is hereby relieved 
from duty in the Department of California, and will re- 
port to the eommanding general Department of the Platte, 
for assignment to duty. 

A board of examination having found Captain John B. 
Johnson, Sixth Cavalry, incapacitated for active service, 
and that said ineapacity does not result from long and 
faithful service, 1var irom wounds or injury in service, re- 
ceived in line of duty, nor from sickness or exposure 
therein, nor from :wy incident of service, the President 
directs that in aco.erdance with section 17 of the act of 
Congress approved A\ugust 3, 1861, he be wholly retired 
from the service with one year’s pay and allowances, and 
that his name be hence forward omitted from the Army 
Register. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Chaplain 
George W. Pepper, Tenth C.vvalry, is, by direction of the 
President, hereby honorably discharged the service of the 
United States. 

By direction of the President, on the recommendation 
of the board convened under :section 11 of the act ap- 
proved July 15, 1870, Captain ‘Feorge’ S. Peirce, Nine- 
teenth Infantry, is hereby mustered owt of the service for 
cause other than “injuries incurred’ or disease contracted 
in the line of his duty.” 

At his own request, under the proviais, 08 of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, sectiow 4, Captain Wil- 
liam G. Rankin, Thirteenth Infantry, is, by direction of 
the President, hereby discharged the sea Vice of the 
United States. He will be allowed, under ‘ction 24 of 
the act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per mile from 
Washington, D. C., to his residence. : 7 

By direction ef the President, Chaplain Elijai * Guion, 
unassigned, is hereby transferred to the Tenth , Cavalry, 
and will report for duty with his regiment withom, ° delay. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the ct of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Colonel John 
D. Stevenson, Twenty-fifth Infantry, is, by directim ' of 
the President, hereby honorably discharged the ser, 710é 
of the United States, to take effect January 1, 1871. ,.© 
is entitled to travelling allowances. 

The resignation of Second Lieutenant Robert Fletcha >» 
First Artillery, has been accepted by the President, ta 
take effect December 31, 1870. 

At their own requests, under the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, the 
following-named officers are, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, hereby honorably discharged the service of the 
United States: Captain Samuel E. St. Onge, unassigned ;; 
Captain Mathew Berry, unassigned. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act 
of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain 
William N. Dennison, Second Artillery, is, by direction 
of the Presideut, hereby discharged the service of the 
United States. He will be allowed, under section 24 of 
the act approved Jnly 15, 1870, ten cents per mile from 
Washington, D. C., to his residence. 

By direction of the President, so much of Special 
Orders No. 9, paragraph 1, January 12, 1870, from this- 
office, as accepts the resignation of Second Lieutenant 
Edward B. Atwood, Second Infantry, to take effect 
January 11, 1871, is hereby revoked. 

By direction of the President, Second Lieutenant Ed- 
win B. Atwood, Second Infantry, is hereby transferred 
to the Sixth Infantry, and will join the latter regiment 
without delay. 

By direction of the President, so much of Special 
Orders No. 373, p ph 4, from this office, dated De- 
cember 23, 1870, as honorably discharges First Lieuten- 
ant Henry B. Mellen, Sixth Cavalry, to take effect De- 
cember 31, 1870, is hereby revoked. 

At his own request, under the provisions of ‘the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Second Lieu- 
tenant Ernest F. Hoffman, Twenty-third Infantry, is, 
by direction of the President,hereby honorably discharged 
the service of the United States. He is entifled to 
travelling allowances. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act 
ef Congress approved July’ 15, 1870, section 3, Second 
Lieutenant Eugene Pickett, Twenty-second Infantry, is, 
by direction of the President, hereby honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States. He will be 
allowed, under section 24 of the act approved July 15, 
1870, ten cents per mile from his station to his residence. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieuten- 
ont Thomas Connolly, Thirteenth Infantry, is, by direc- 
tion of the President, hereby honorably discharged the 
service of the United States. 

At their own requests, under the provisions of the act 
of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, the fol- 
lowing-named officers are, by direction of the President, 
hereby honorably discharged the service of the United 
States, Thev are entitled to travelling allowances: Ma- 





jor M, H Kidd, Tenth Cavalry Captain Henry F, 
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Smith, Twenty-first Infantry; First Lieutenant John J. | 

Hawes, First Artillery. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, First Lieu- 
tenant Ephraim Tillotson, unassigned, is, by direction of 
the President, hereby honorably discharged the service 
of the United States. He is entitled to travelling al- 
lowances. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain Jo- 
seph L. Horr, unassigned, is, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, hereby honorably discharged the service of the 
United States. 

At his own request, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain Da- 
vid M. Sells, unassigned, is, by direction of the Presi- 
dent, hereby honorably discharged the service of the 
United States. He will be allowed, under section 24 of 
the act approved July 15, 1870, ten cents per mile from 
his station to his residence. 

By direction of the President, so much of Special Or- 
ders No. 253, paragraph 7, September 23, 1870, from this 
office, as accepts the resignation of Captain William H. 
Harris, Ordnance Department, to take effect September 
21, 1870, is hereby revoked, and the following will be 
substituted therefor: At his own request, under the 
provisions of the act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, 
section 3, Captain William H. Harris, Ordnance Depart- 
ment, is, by direction of the President, hereby honorably 
discharged the service of the United States, to date Sep- 
tember, 21,1870. He is entitled to travelling allowances. 

By direction of the President, so much of Special Or- 

de ws No. 209, paragraph 3, August 18, 1870, from this 
offi ‘ee, 28 accepts the resignation of Assistant Surgeon 
E. v*. Miwsh, U.S. Army, to take effect August 17, 1870, 
is he tebp revoked, and the following will be substituted 
there.for: At his own request, under the provisions of 
the acé of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, 
Assist ant Stirgeon E. J. Marsh, U. 8S. Army, is by direc- 
tion of the }°resident, hereby honorably discharged the 
service of tha United States, to date August 17, 1870. 
He is amtitled to travelling allowances. 

By dinection of the President, so much of Special Or- 
ders No. 373, pamgraph 5, December 23, 1870, from this 
office, as accepts tiie resignation of Captain William H. 
Gill, military storekeeper, Quartermaster’s Department, 
to take effect December 16, 1870, is hereby revoked and 
the following will be substituted therefor: At his own 
request, nnder the provisions of the act of Congress ap- 
proved July 15, 1870, section 3, Captain William H. 
Gill, military sterekeeper, Quartermaster’s Department, 
is, by direction of the President, hereby honorably dis- 
charged the set-vice of the United States, to date Decem- 
ber 16, 1870. He is entitled to travelling allowances. 

At their own requests, under the provisions of the act 
of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, the follow- 
ing-named officers are, by direction of the President, 
hereby honorably discharged the service of the United 
States. They are entitled to travelling allowances: 
Surgeon Joseph H. Bill; Assistant Surgeon Benjamin 
F. Pope; Captain John Craig, military storekeeper, 
Quartermaster’s Department ; Captain Jasper Myers, Ord- 
nance Department ; Brevet Second Lieutenant Richard 
H. Savage, Corps of Engineers; Paymaster Frank M. 
Etting ; Paymaster Dwight Bannister. 

At his own request, under the the provisions of the 
act of Congress approved July 15, 1870, section 3, first 
Lieutenant W.S. Smoot, Ordnance Department, is, by 
direction of the President, hereby honorably discharged 
the service of the United States. He is entitled to 
travelling allowances. 
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LEAVE of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant D. H. Kinzie, Fifth Artillery, January 30. 

THE leave of absence granted Second Lieutenant J 
J. O’Connel, First Infantry, was extended ten days, Jan- 
uary 24. 

First Lieutenant Henry J. Nowlan, Seventh Cavalry, 
has been ordered to proceed from Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, to Fort Wallace, Kansas. 

Frest Lieutenant J. W. Chickering, Sixth Cavalry, 
was relieved from duty January 30 as a member of the 
General Court-martial convened at Carlisle Barracks, 
Pennsylvania. 

LEAVE of absence for thirty days, with permission to 
apply at headquarters Military Division of the Missouri 
for an extension of thirty days, was granted Captain 
David EL. Brotherton, Fifth Infantry, January 20. 


Mason H. C. Ransom, quartermaster U. S. Army, 
having tendered his resignation, is permitted tu delay 
complying with Specia] Orders until a reply to his appli- 
cation is received from the War Department. 

CapTAIN Charles B. Penrose, Subsistence Department, 
U. 8. Army, was relieved January 24, from duty as pur- 
chasing and depot commissary Fort Leavenworth, Kan- 
za, to enable him to comply with orders from the War 
Department. 


First Lieutenant John F. Weston, Seventh Cavalry, 
was relieved January 24, from duty as ju advocate of 
the General Court-martial convened at Fort Leaven- 
worth, Kansas, and Second Lieutenant Charles W. 
Larned, Seventh Cavalry, detailed in his stead. 

CapTain W. M. Dunn, Jr., Second Artillery, aide-de- 
camp, was ordered January 24 to proceed without delay 
from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to Mattoon, Illinois, 
and return, on business connected with headquarters 
Department of Missouri. 

Mr. W. Slack, conductor on the Kansas Pacific Rail- 
road, has in his possession a West Point class ring found 
on the cars. It bears the device of crossed sabres and 
the date 1870. The owner can recover it by applying to 
Mr. Slack, Brookville, Kansas. 


Infantry, acting chief signal officer of the Department of 
Daketa, was ordered to relieve, January 31, Captain S. T. 
Norvell, Tenth Cavalry, of his duties as acting assistant 
quartermaster at the headquarters Department of Da- 
kota. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL E. S. Otis, Twenty-second In- 
fantry, commanding officer, Fort Randall, D. T., was 
ordered, January 18, te proceed as soon as the weather per- 
mits, to Lower Brulé Agency, D. T., to investigate the 
affairs of that post. 


Masor H. C. Ransom, quartermaster U. 8. Army, 
was relieved January 20 from duty as a member of the 
General Court-martial appointed by Special Orders No. 
9, current series, from headquurters Department of Da- 
kota, and Second Lieutenant G. 8. L. Ward, Twenty- 
second Infantry, detailed as a member. 


First Lieutenant Henry J. Nowlan, Seventh Caval- 
ry and Second Lieutenant James H. Whitten, Fifth 
Infantry, have been detailed as members of the General 
Court-martial convened at Fort Wallace, Karsas, by 
virtue of paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 236, series of 
1870, from the headquarters Department of the Mis- 
souri. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Gratiot, Michigan, January 31. Detail for the 
court: Captain I. D. DeRussy, First Infantry First 
Lieutenant R. G. Heiner, First Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Sharp, First Infantry ; Second Lieutenant 
George Duff, First Infantry ; Second Lieutenant J. Sum- 
ner Rogers, First Infantry; Second Lieutenant Edward 
Davis, Third Artillery, aide-de-camp, judge-advooate. 


THE following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East for the week ending January 31, 
1871: Captain D. J. Downing, U. 8. Army; Major N. A. 
M. Dudley, Third Cavalry; First Lieutenant E. B. Sav- 
age, Eighth Infantry ; Captain James M. Whittemore, 
Ordnance Corps; Captain William Dickinson, U. S. 
Army ; Colonel Abner Doubleday, Twenty-fourth Infan- 
try; First Lieutenant J. L..Fowler, Second Cavalry. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Ripley, Minn., January 25, 1871. Detail for the 
court: Major L. C. Bootes, Twentieth Infantry ; Major 
H. C. Ransom, quartermaster U. 8. Army; Captain E. 
C. Mason, Twentieth Infantry ; Assistant Surgeon C. K. 
Winne, U. S. Army; First Lieutenant Douglass Pope, 
Thirteenth Infantry; Second Lieutenant W. H. Ham- 
ner, Twentieth Infantry. First Lieutenant 8. E. Carn- 
cross, Twentieth Infantry, judge-advocate. 


A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Abercrombie, D. T., January $1. Detail for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. Hunt, Twentieth In- 
fantry ; Assistant Surgeon W. D. Wolverton, U. S. 
Army; Captain William Stanley, Twentieth Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant George Mitchell, Second Artillery; 
Second Lieutenant J. A. Yeckley, Twentieth Infantry. 
First Lieutenant W. R. Maize, Twentieth Infantry, 


judge-advoeate. 


Masor H. C. Ransom, quartermaster U. 8S. Army, was 
relieved January 20 from duty as assistant to the chief 
quartermaster of the Department of Dakota, and will 
proceed to Fort Shaw, M. T., and report to the com- 
manding officer for assignment to duty, relieving Cap- 
tain E. B. Carling, assistant quartermaster U. 8. Army, 
of the duties to which he was assigned. Upon being 
velieved Captain Carling will proceed without unneces- 
sary delay to comply with Special Orders War Depart- 
ment. 

A GENERAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Washington, Md. February 6: Detail for the 
court: Major A. P. Howe, Fourth Artillery ; Captain C. 
B. Throckmorton, Fourth Artillery; Captain J. B. 
Campbell, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant ©. M. 
Mitchell, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant R. P. 
Strong, Fourth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant William 


. | Everett, Fourth Artillery. Second Lieutenant P. Leary, 


Jr., Fourth Artillery, judge-advocate. 


A GENENAL Court-martial was appointed to meet at 
Fort Trumbull, Conn., February 2. Detail for the 
court: Captain G. A. Kensal, Fifth Artillery ; Captain 
F. L. Guenther, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant C. 
C. McConnell, Fifth Artillery; First Lieutenant 8S. M. 
Mills, Jr., Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant T. R. 
Adams, Fifth Artillery ; Second Lieutenant O. H. How- 
ard, Fifth Artillery; Second Lieutenant Eric Bergland, 
Fifth Artillery. First Lieutenant Frank Thorp, Fifth 
Artillery, judge-advocate. 


In accordance with Special Orders No. 20, headquarters 
Department of the East, Major Charles H. Morgan, 
Fourth Artillery, will, in addition to the post of Re- 
leigh, have command of the company stationed at Lum- 
berton, Robeson county, N. C., and will, as soon as pos- 
sible, proceed to inspect it, and report on the condition 
of affairs in the county where it is stationed, and give 
such instructions, if any shall be found necessary, as 
will carry out the object of its being sent there. He 
will conform himself therein to the instructions here- 
tofore given concerning the employment of the United 
States military forces in aid of the civil authorities. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 
Tar following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 
Headquarters Department “ the South from Atlanta, Ga., to 


Louisville, Ky., January 23. ered. 
Headquarters ’ Fourth Cavalry left San Antonio, Tex., for Fort 


Concho, Tex., January 16. 
Company A, Fourth Cavalry, left San Antonio, Tex., for Fort 
Concho, Tex., J — 16. 
Company M, Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Concho, Tex.,to San 
Antonio, Tex., January 11. Ordered 
uarters Eleventh 


q Infantry, trom Fort Cencho, Tex., to 

Fort Griffin, Tex., January ll. . * 

at E, Eighteenth Infantry, from Barnett, Ga., to Atlanta, 
-» Jan 


25. ered. 
Com , Eighteenth Infan from Warren‘ Tex., to At- 
inte, Ba: J 26. Ordered?” oe 


aange im keniquestons or companies of artillery reported 





Szconp Lieutenant G. S. L. Ward, Twenty-second 


° 
since January 24, 


THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE divers at work on the bottom of the frigate Cali- 
fornia are greatly delayed by the ice, which obscures 
their vision. ‘The leak has been discovered, and if the ice 
moves, wiél soon be remedied. 


THE United States steamship Severn, flagship of Rear- 
Admiral 8. P. Lee, commanding the North Atlantio 
squadron, sailed from Kingston, Jamaica, on the 28th 
ultimo for Havana. 


THE Naval Board, of which Vice-Admiral Rowan is 
president, to examine into the complaints of officers 
claiming to have been unjustly treated in the promotions 
made by Mr. Welles in 1865, under the act of that date, 
convened in Washington, Wednesday, February 1. 


THE Senate, in Executive Session, confirmed the fol- 
lowing nominations Jannary 26: Commodore Wm. R. 
Taylor to be rear-admiral; Captain Napoleon Collins, 
commodore; Commander Thomas 8. Phelps, captain; 
Lieutenant-Commanders Charles J. McDougall and 
George H. Perkins, commanders; Ensign B.S. Richards, 
retired muster on active list; Wm. 8. Dixon, assistant 
surgeon; Wm. Robotham, assistant engineer. 


THE Milwaukie News publishes a letter from Ensign 
Cogswell, of the wrecked steamer Saginaw, which gives 
some additional facts in regard to the disaster to this 
vessel. He says: “ Being the navigator, it was my busi- 
ness to shape the ship’s course, and, as a proof of its cor- 
rectness, about 3: 30 A. M. we brought up standing, with 
everything thumping and cracking, on Ocean Island; 
but, as it was the duty of another officer to regulate the 
ship’s speed, I am not responsible for the disaster, if 
any one was at fault. It was a fearful hour, and I 
thought for a time that my cruise in this world was 
nearly ended. At first there was great confusion; some 
were crying like women, others trying to get possession 
of the boats. The captain calmly stood by, pistol in hand, 
telling the men to obey orders, and threatened to shoot 
down the first who should attempt to get into a boat till 
so directed. Order was soon restored, and every man 
was at his post working to save what provisions we could 
from the wreck. The sea broke over the ship tremen- 
dously, but I remained with the captain on deck till all 
the men were safely landed and the ship had broken in 
two. After being in the water all day we were obliged 
to sleep.on the sand, with no covering but a wet blanket. 
The second day we spent in saving what we could from 
the wreck. From the ship’s sails we have made us tents. 
We have likewise saved some mattresses and blankets. 
We are living on quarter rations of pork and bread 
stuff, but we are able to get on the island some seal, tur- 
tle, fish, and sea birds. For three days we had no fresh 
water, but have now made an apparatus for condensing 
water. Many of the officers and men are suffering from 
dysentery and diarrhea. The doctor lost his chest, and 
has no medicine to cure us.” 

LETTERS received from the officers of the United 
States frigate Guerriere, give a doleful account of the 
passage of the ship from New York to Lisbon, in a suc- 
cession of heavy gules that tried the qualities of the ship 
to the utmost. She crossed the bar on Saturday, De- 
cember 17, with a fair wind and pleasant weather, under 
steam and sail. During the night of Sunday, December 
18, the wind arose causing a heavy sea, making it almost 
impossible to sleep. On Monday, 19th, the wind increased 
toa gale from the southwest, and the ship was reduced to 
foresail and close reefed topsails. In one of the heavy 
gusts the jib was blown to shreds, and by afternoon the 
gale and sea increasing, steam was got up and the ship 
put under fore stormsail, main trysail, and mizzen storms 
sail, and hove to with head to the sea. Everything was 
buttoned down fore and aft. The ship rolled fearfully, 
sending the table flying, with the ward-room dinner on, 
and carrying away a large new lamp which mingled ite 
fragments and oil with the débris of the dinner on the 
floor. During the night warhstands, books, chairs, fur- 
niture, glassware and all sorts of things got adrift and 
made an infernal clatter and crashing the whole night 
long. The seams of the ship opened so much on the 
berth deck as to make it very uncomfortable for the men. 
On the following morning the gale abated, but the seas 
were still heavy and threatening. The wire rigging, set 
up in cold weather, slackened, and the masts began to 
work in a fearful manner. Fortunately nothing was 
carried away, and the ship rode out the gale. On the 
24th a second gale was experienced, although not so se-™ 
vere as the first, before which she ran twelve to thirteen 
knots, rolling heavily. On Christmes day the weather 
was too bad to enable the officers and men to indulge in 
the traditional dinner, and it was postponed until the fol- 
lowing day, when supreme efforts were made to get up a 
dinner worthy of the ship and occasion. The féte crock- 
ery and silverware were displayed to the remaining tur- 
keys and poultry were dressed and arranged with gar- 
lands, and the feast promised to be a great success, until 
a heavy lurch of the ship occurred and the table emptied 
its precious burden upon the werd-room floor, utterly 
crushing and mingling in a confused mass, crockery, 
viands, wine and glasses, inst the port bulkhead. It 
was a sorrowful ending of the feast, and nothing was 
left but to clear up the débris and count the cost, which 
was serious, as nearly all thecrockery and table furniture 
was destroyed. Captain Stevens gave an entertainment in 
his cabin on the following day to the officers ofthe ship, 
and sweethearts and wives and the sentiments of the sea~- 
gon were drunk inclaret. After an eighteen days’ paseag 7 

Y isbon, 


the Guerriere arrived safely in the harbor of 

where the frigate nineteen guns, Captain John 
Guest, was found undergeing repairs. The Guerriere 
and Brooklyn, when they have made good needed re- 
pairs will sail into the Mediterranean for a cruise until 
fairer weather, when they are to proceed to the English 





Qhannel, North Sea, and Baltic, 
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A GENERAL Oourt-martial was ordered to convene at 
the Marine Barracks, Brooklyn, N. Y., on'the 26th ult. 
Detail for the Court: Colonel M. R. Kintzing, presi- 
dent; Captain James Wiley, Captain P. R. Fendall, 
First Lieutenant W. R. Brown, and First Lieutenant 
Robt. L. Meade, members. First Lieutenant Wm. B. 
Reney, judge-advocate. 

A SumMaAky Court-martial was ordered to convene at 
the Marine Barracks, Brooklyn, N. Y., on February 1, 
for the trial of Robert Fisher, private, U. 8. M. C.; 
charged with desertion. Detail for the Court: First 

ieutenant E. P. Meeker, senior member; and First 

ieutenant E. R. Robinson, and Second Lieutenant 8. K. 
Allen, members ; Second Lieutenant Green Clay Goodloe, 
recorder. 


A DESPATCH from London, January ,31, 6 A. M., states 
that the Zimes of that date has an account of a race in the 
harbor of Havre, between the cutter of the United 
States war steamer Shenandoah and that of the British 
war steamer Helicon. The race was won by the Ameri- 
can crew in the fastest time on recoré. for contests of that 
description. 

Tue Ticonderoga went into commission on the 4th 
ult. The United States steamer TZ'uscarora arrived at 
Portsmouth on the 30th ult. from the North Atlantic 
Squadron. She brought the remains of the late Captain 
Napoleon B. Harrison, of the United States steamer 
Congress. The Tuscarora will be repaired and refitted 
at the Portsmouth Navy-yard. 


THE House Naval Committee are reported to be perfect- 
ing a bill under which they expect to be able, if it 
— to effect a legal sale of the Brooklyn Navy-yard. 

e Committee will be called in about ten days. When 
the, matter was agitated before, the difficulty that in- 
tervened was the belief that, under the terms of 
transfer of the site to the Government, it was provided 
that, ceasing to be used for Government purposes, the 
land should revert to the heirs of the original owners. 
Later investigations lead the Committee to believe this 
position can be controverted. 


THE Secretary of the Navy has addressed a letter to 
the Senate Committee on Naval Affairs, asking the pas- 
sage of a special act authorizing the enlistment of 300 
men for service at the Naval Academy, to constitute a 
permanent crew for manning the practice ship. If, he 
says, the crew of the practice ship could be of picked 
men and permanent, the ship would always be in order, 
the midshipman would fall in at once with the well ar- 
ranged system of a vessel in discipline, and these advan- 
tages, with that of being freed from the immoral infiu- 
ences of bad associates, can scarcely be over-estimated. 


A LETTER to the Herald dated “on board the U. S. 
hospital ship Pawnee, Little Harbor Bay, Bahamas, Janu- 
ary 23, 1871, reports that the vessel which left Hampton 
Roads on the 7th of January, bound for Key West, had 
heavy weather across the Gulf Stream, with variable 
winds. Afterward she made Abaco light on the 20th. 
In attempting to run up the northwest Providence chan- 
nel she fell to leeward of the Berry Islands and was com- 
pelled to come to anchor. Her position was a dangerous 
one in case of a gale from the northeast, and from which 
she could not get away without a wind from the south. 
As it was very uncertain when this would come, Com- 
mander Quackenbush sent a letter to the Hon. Mahlon 
Chance, United States Consul at Nassau, requesting him 
to notify the commanding officer of an American man-of- 
war, if there was in the harbor, of his dangerous position. 
There was no vessel at Nassau, but his Excellensy Sir 
James Walker, Governor of the Bahamas, on learning 
this from the Consul, promptly ordered her Majesty‘s 
steamer Philomel, Captain Walker, Royal Navy, com- 
manding, to the assistance of the Pawnee. Captain Sharp, 
with the Philomel, arrived at Little Harbor Cay January 
22, ow o'clock P. M., accompanied by the Consul and 
Mr F. C. Whitehouse, of Chicago, and then, getting 
ready, towed the Pawnee some ten miles beyond the 
Stirrup Cay Lighthouse, arriving there the next morn- 
ing, and then placed his pilot on the Pawnee to take her 
across the Bahama Banks into the Gulf Stream, where it 
is to be hoped she will be able to proceed on her voyage 
without further assistance. 


CoLonEL J. J. Williams, chief engineer of the Tehu- 
—— Railway Company, telegraphs from Minatitlan, 
via Vera Cruz and Havana, January 20, 1871, to the presi- 
dent of the company in New York, as follows: “ Myself 
staff of engineers, with our instruments and cam 
equipage, were all safely landed from the United States 
steamship-of-war Nipsic, Commander B. Wilson, after a 
very rough passage. The next day I met with the Com- 
missioner representing the Mexican government, and on 
the 9th inst. we inaugurated the commencement of the 
works by imposing ceremonies. The United States Con- 
sul and a part of Captain Shufeldt’s command partici- 
pated in the ceremonies, together with the Mexican offi- 
cials and other | ran The official certificate of my 
—— in this commencement of works, properl 
attested, been despatched by mail to pton. 
courier to the Mexican government. The United States 
Consul, under instructions, has forwarded a copy of the 
official certificate to the Department of State at Wash- 
ington. Captain Shufeldt’s report, I think you will find, 

my ‘previous surveys of the isthmus, and de- 
monstrates that there is a sufficient quantity of water on 
the summit of the route all the year round for the pur- 
poses of a canal. 

Laan vy —— suneteen = eien the followi 
account of a race between the U. S. steamer Colorado's 
barge and the shell racing boat of the U. S. steamer Mo- 
ae Sioa “When we beat the Delaware's so badly 

re we were cautioned to beware y 
pty of the U.S. 


P| the same shall remain in force, and apply to such new 





nocacy’s arrival at Shanghai, down came a challenge for 
a five-mile race for $500. The U. S. steamer Colorado’s 
barge’s crew begged leave to accept it, and finally were 
allowed to do so. In an hour the purse was raised among 
the ship’s company, and the barge’s crew wrote a note 
accepting the challenge, proposing to pull five miles, 
turning two stakeboats. is did not meet the views of 
the Monocacy’s boat’s crew, so we then made the proposi- 
tion to turn only one stakeboat. Neither did this 
meet their views, and they indulged in a good deal of 
bluster and brag. Finally our men wrote to them: 
‘We will row youa straight five mile for $500, the 
championship, and the cock.’ This was accepted, and on 
the 2d of January the event came off. The course was 
measured off by the chart from about four miles above 
the Colorado to a mile below her, so that we could have 
a good view the whole distance. At the start the Mo- 

8 boat took the lead, but when our boys got to 
work they passed her, and constantly widened the gap. 
When they passed our ship our boys were nearly three- 
auartersof a mile ahead,‘ taking things easy, but 
spurted up on the last half mile, and reached 
the home boat in 44 min, 20 sec., Monocacy 7 
min. later. Our boat did not make her best time by 
several minutes; in practice she made it repeatedly 
in less; but the men, seeing they had the race, did not 
care to make quick time. As may be supposed, the de- 
feat was a terrible mortification to the “‘ Monocacys.” 
Mr Hippenshall may well feel proud of the Colorado’s 
barge, for she is certainly the fastest boat out here at 
present, and we have on board the living, veritable 
rooster, brought out by the English man-of-war Ocean, 
transferred to the Adventure, won from the Adventure 
by the Monocacy, and now roosting on the heel of our 
bowsprit, the emblem of victory and the pet of the crew, 
as he crows for this absent part of the great Yankee na- 
tion.” 





BILL REGULATING NAVAL RANK. 


Tue following is the full text of the bill regulating 
rank in the Navy, which passed the House of Represen- 
tatives and was introduced into the Senate of the United 
States January 24, 1871, read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs: 


An Act to regulate rank in the Navy of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the officers of the medical corps on the active list of 
the Navy shall be as follows: 

Fifteen medical directors, who shall have the rank of 
captain ; 15 medical inspectors who shall have the rank of 
commander; and 50 surgeons who shall have the rank of 
lieutenant-commander; and each and all of the above- 
named officers of the medical corps shall have the pay 
and emoluments of surgeons in the Navy, as now pro- 
vided ; 100 assistant surgeons, who shall have the rank of 
master, with the present pay and emoluments of assistant 
surgeon inthe Navy: Provided, That assistant surgeons 
of three years’ service, who have been found qualified 
for promotion by a medical board of examiners, shall 
have the rank of lieutenant, with the pay and emolu- 
ments of passed assistant surgeons as now provided. 
Sec. 2. That no person under twenty-one or over twen- 
ty-six years of age, shall hereafter be appointed an assis- 
tant surgeon in the Navy. 

PAY CORPS. 


Sec. 3. That the officers of the pay corps on the active 
list of the Navy shall be-as follows: 13 pay directors, who 
shall have the rank of captain; 13 pay inspectors, who 
shall have the rank of commander ; and 50 paymasters, 
who shall have the rank of lieutenant-commander ; and 
each and all of the above-named officers of the pay corps 
shall have the pay and emoluments of paymasters in the 
Navy as now provided ; 30 passed assistant paymasters, 
who shall have the rank of lieutenant, with the pay and 
emoluments of passed assistant paymasters in the Navy 
as now provided ; 20 assistant paymasters who shall have 
the rank of master, with the pay and emoluments of as- 
sistant paymasters as now provided: Provided, however, 
That all laws and regulations relating to the bonds of 
paymasters shall continue in full force and application, 
and the issuing of a new appointment and commission 
to any officer of the pay corps under the provisions of 
this act shall not affect or annul any existing bond, but 





appointment and commission. 
ENGINEER CORPS. 


Src. 4. That the officers of the Engineer Corps on the 
active list of the Navy shall be as follows: 

Ten chief engineers, who shall have the rank of captain ; 
15 chief engineers, who shall have the rank of comman- 
der ; and 20 chief engineers, who shall have the rank of 
lieutenant-commander; and each and all of the above- 
named officers of the engineer corps shall have the pay 
and emoluments of chief engineers of the Navy as now 
provided; 100 first assistant engineers, who shall have 
the rank of lieutenant; and 100 second assistant engi- 
neers, who shall have the rank of master; and the said 
assistant engineers shall have the pay and emoluments 
of first and second assistant engineers of the Navy, re- 
spectively, as now provided. 

Sec. 5. That there shall be 2 naval constructers, who 
shall have the rank of captain, 3 the rank of commander, 
3 the rank of lieutenant-commander, and 4 the rank of 
lieutenant ; 4 chaplains who shall have the rank of cap- 
tain, 7 the rank of commander, and not more than 7 the 
rank of lieutenant-commander ; 3 professors of mathe- 
matics, who shall have the rank of captain, 4 the rank of 
commander, and 4 the rank of lieutenant-commander ; 2 
civil engineers, who shall have the rank of captain, 2 the 
rank of commander, and 4 the rank of lieutenant-com- 
mander, The secretary to the admiral shall have the 
rank of captain; the secretary of the vice-admiral shall 






have the rank of lieutenant-commanders: Provided, how- 
ever, That the rank hereby given to said secretaries shall 
continue and be held by them only during the term of 
| such service as secretary, and the provisions of this act 
shall not be so construed as to authorize the appointment 
or employment of any secretary not now authorized and 
provided for by existing laws, nor to increase the present 
pay of any officer named in this section. 

Src. 6. That the foregoing grades hereby established 
for the staff corps of the Navy, with the exception of 
said secretaries, shall be filled according to seniority, by 
appointment and advancement on the active lists of the 
several staff corps of the Navy, as now borne upon the 
register; the highest grades being filled from the head 
of the list in each corps, and the succeeding grades in 
like manner from the names remaining thereon ; and no 
officer shall be reduced in rank, or subjected to loss of 
seniority by any change which may be required under 
the provisions of this bill: Provided, That no existing 
commission shall be vacated in said several staff corps, 
except by the issue of new commissions required by the 
provisions of this act,in which new commissions the 
titles and grades herein established shall be inserted or 
substituted, and said new commissions shall restore to 
such of said staff officers as ranked with captains or com- 
manders under article second of the “ Navy regulations,” 
dated April 18, 1865, the rank and seniority given by 
those regulations or intended to be established thereby : 
and the provisions of this act shall restore in the re- 
maining grades of said staff corps, to the officers therein, 
the rank so given or intended to be given by said regula- 
tions: Provided further, That chiefs of bureaus may be 
appointed from captains in the staff corps of the Navy. 

Src. 7. That officers of the medical, pay, and engineer 
corps, and also constructors, chaplains, and professors of 
mathematics, who shall have served faithfully for forty- 
five years, shall, when retired, have the rank of commo- 
dore ; and officers of these several corps, who have been, 
or shall be retired at the age of sixty-two years, before 
having served for forty-five years, but who shall have 
served faithfully until retired, on the completion of forty 
years from their entry into the service, shall, also, from 
that time have the rank of commodore; and officers of 
the medical, pay, and engineer corps, and also construc- 
tors, chaplains, and professors of mathematics, who have 
been, or shall be, retired for causes incident to the service 
before arriving at sixty-two years of age, shall have the 
same rank on the retired list as pertained to their posi- 
tion on the active list: Provided, however, That nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed to increase 
the pay now provided for said several staff officers. 

Src. 8. That the chiefs of the Bureaus of Medicine 
and Surgery, Provisions and Clothing, Steam Engineer- 
ing, Construction and Repair, shall have the rank of 
commodore while holding said position or if heretofore 
or hereafter retired therefrom by reason of age or length 
of service, with pay as now provided for said chiefs, and 
shall have, respectively, the title of surgeon-general, 
paymaster-general, and engineer-in-chief: Provided, That 
chaplains, professors of mathematics, and naval construc- 
tors, now on the retired list, shall have the rank thereon 
to which they would have been entitled had they re- 
mained on the active list, unless they shall be entitled to 
higher rank. 

Src. 9. That commanding officers shall take precedence 
of all staff officers under their command, and no staff 
officer shall, in virtue of his rank, exercise command or 
authority in the line of the Navy, or in any staff corps or 
department thereof except the corps or department to 
which he belongs, and shall have no additional right to 
quarters on account of his rank; and in processions on 
shore, on courts-martial, summary courts, courts of in- 
quiry, boards of survey, and all other boards, line and 
staff officers shall take precedence according to rank. 
Sec. 10. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
with this act are hereby repealed. 


NAVY GAZETTE. 











REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


January 25.—First Assistant Engineer Wm. 8. Smith, to the 
Navy-yard, Norfolk. 

January 28.—Captain Geo. H. Preble, to command the Naval 
Rendezvous, Boston, Mass. 

JaNvaRy 30.—Second Assistant Engineer John G. Brosnaham, to 
ton, on February 10. 


ial duty at the Navy-yard, Washi 
ooker, to duty inthe Hy- 


January 31.—Lieutenant Richard C. 
drographic office. 

DETACHED. 
Janvary 27.—Naval Constructor Thomas Davidson, Jr., from 
— duty in the Bureau of Construction, and ordered to the Na- 
vy-y' ’ 





Boston. 
January 28.—Commodore R. N. Stembel, from the command of 
the Naval Rendezvous, Boston, and orde: tocommand the North 
Squadron of the Pacific Fleet. 
Commodore Wm. R. Taylor, from the command of the North 
Squadron of the Pacific Fleet, and ordered to return home and wait 


) 

First Assistant Engineer Clark Fisher, from special duty at New 
York, and ordered to the Ticonderoga. 

Jasvary 31.—Master Edward W. Sturdy, from the receiving ship 
at New York, and ordered to report to the chief of Bureau of Navi- 
gation for duty. 

ORDERS REVOKED. 
JanvakRy 27.—The orders of Chief Engineer O. H. Lackey, to the 
Ticonderoga, 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to the 
Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery for the week ending 
January 28, 1871: 

Mag Edwards, landsman, December 21, 1870, U. 8. steamer 
Franklin, at Naples, Italy. 
Joseph MeNiell, marine, January 18, 1871, Naval Hospital, 
Washington city. 
Ludwig G. Gable, seaman, January 24, 1871, Insane Hospital, 
near Washington city. 
Thomas Meehan, an, December 1, 1870, U. 8S. steamer 
Idaho, at Smallpox Hospital, Yokohama, Japan. ‘ 

ordinary seaman, r 23, 1870, U. S. steamer 

Benicia, at Cheefoo, China. 





have the rank of commander; and secretaries to rear-ad- 





mirals, and to commodores commanding squadrons, shall 





John Green, seaman, January 6, 1871, U. 8. steamer 
ora, at Key West, Fla. 
m. Thomas, seaman, November 27, 1870, U. 8, steamer 
Pigrim, o Key West, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


A HEROIC ACT. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: The unprecedent snow storm of the 26th instant 
swept over us in all its fury. 

Our little island, conspicuously elevated, rendered us 
a target as free as the waters around us. The huge 
drifts, the whirling eddies, the fierce stinging icy blasts, 
not only enveloped us, but totally obscured objects but a 
few hundred yards away. Swept in from the Sound, 
were immense fields of ice, which, shifted by tide and 
the furious winds, made it hazardous and indeed impos- 
sible for boats to venture out, and with the mercury at 
ten deg. above zero, there was a common sentiment that 
all activity was paralyzed for the day. 

At about 3 P. M. a small boat, hemmed in the broken 
ice, and being carried swiftly by the driving storm out 
toward the Sound, was seen passing the island. It con- 
tained two men, who, apparently exhausted and benumb- 
ed with cold, were shouting for help, Lieutenant P. H: 
Ray, Eighth U. S. Infantry, passing at the moment, saw 
them, and without an instant’s hesitation rushed to the 
boathouse, and called for a volunteer crew to go to their 


assistance. The call was responded to at once; the men 
sprang to the boat without other preparation than a few 
spades, an axe, and five blankets, and it put off in the 
direction of the helpless sufferers. 

» By the most exhausting efforts in cutting their way 
through the fields of ice, the drifting boat was at last 
reached, and its occupants, almost insensible, were 
dragged out, rubbed and wrapped in blankets. But it 
was now nearly night. Both boats were firmly inclosed 
in the ice. The blinding storm and darkness shut out 
from view every object, and all of the party knew that 
they must drift at the mercy of the elements until the 
morning, and until the abatement of the storm could 
render succor possible. The excitement of the rescue 
was over, and there was little room for exercise even 
had they been so inclined, to maintain warmth, and 
Lieutenant Ray felt that his whole energies would be 
demanded to prevent his crew succumbing to the ex- 
treme cold. Again and again during the long weary 
hours of the night did he pass from one to the other, 
urging them to activity, or rousing them from the tor- 
por of a fatal sleep. On the island all were painfully 
apprehensive, for it seemed impossible that those exposed 
in the boat should survive unless they found shelter. 
The cold was excessive, and the storm continued with 
undiminished violence. But one other boat was availa- 
ble, even had there prevailed the faintest hope, that by 
sending it, the perishing men could have been reached. 

The commanding officer, General Bomford, caused im- 

mense fires to be kept up and musket shots to be fired at 
frequent intervals, to encourage to every effort those 
adrift. Fortunately, during the night, the changing 
tide brought the ice and the imprisoned ‘boats back to- 
ward the island, and at dawn they were seen two miles 
away. 
A picked fresh crew, fully prepared, and with four 
able and experienced officers, instantly started to the 
rescue, arid at 9 A. M. the suffering men were reached 
and brought back, feeble and exhausted, after eighteen 
hours’ exposure. The hands and feet of all were frozen, 
and many months of agony remain for these heroic men 
who have no compensation other than the consciousness 
oe they have obeyed the noblest promptings of man- 
ood. 

The roar of cannon, the spul stirring drum, the rattle 
of musketry, the contagion of excitement and enthusi- 
asm, and the hope of preferment, may nerve the most 
timid heart at the moment of opening battle; but he 
who fearlessly interposes himself between death and a 
fellow creature without hope of reward, displays those 
heroic sentiments which often save nations as well as 
armies, and he elevates by inspiring example the loftiest 
impulses of human progress. 

‘The boat’s crew consisted of Lieutenant P. H. Ray, 
Eight Infantry, U. 8. Army, in charge; Sergeant Hill, 
Company E; Privates Welch, Company B; Pope, Com- 
pany E; Sugan, Company H; Breckenridge, Company 
I; Jones, Company I, all of the Eighth Infantry. 





Davin’s IsLAND, January 29, 1871. 


Colonel J. V. Bomford, commanding the Eighth In- 
fantry, has issued the following order, which we insert 
in connection with the above letter : 


HEADQUARTERS Ercuts U. S. INFANTRY, 
Davin’s IsLAND, New York HARBOR, Jan. 27, 1871. ; 
Orders No. 11. 

[Extract.] 

Il. The Colonel commanding desires to express his 
commendation of the conduct of Second Lieutenant P. 
H. Ray, and Sergeant Hil’, Company E, and Privates 
Welch, Company B; Pope, Company E; Dugan, Com- 
pany H; and Breckenridge and Jones, First Company 
I, Eighth Infantry, who perilled their lives in the fearful 
storm of yesterday to save the lives of two citizens, 
discovered helplessly drifting ia the vicinity of this 
island, and who, notwithstanding their own inability to 
return without assistance, knowing none could be afforded 
at the time, still persevered and succeeded in the object 
for which they had endangered their lives. 

To First Lieutenants A. W. Corliss, and Samuel 
Craig, Second Lieutenants C. A. Earnest, and J. W. 
Summerhayes, Sergeant Snyder, Company H, Corporal 
Lasher, and Privates Coyne, and Steinman, Company B, 
and Fernald, Company 1, Eighth Infantry, who in their 
voluntary effort rescued Lieutenant Ray, and’ his almost 
frozen crew from their perilous condition this morning, 
as well as to all herein mentioned the greatest praise is 


due for their generous daring and: fidelity to the honor 
of their profession. 
By command of Colonel J. V. Bomford. 
THOos. WILHELM, First Lieutenant and Adjutant. 


- 


BALL AT WATERTOWN ARSENAL. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Srr: The enlisted men of the Ordnance Department 
at Watertown Arsenal, gave their fifth annual ball on 
the 27th instant, in the Town Hall in this place. 

The hall was elegantly and tastefully decorated. The 
musicians’ stand was at the head of the hall, arid was 
alse decorated. On the wall back of the stand flags 
were festooned, and in the centre, between two lar; 








stars formed by gas jets, was an elegant rosette of silver. 
The ceiling was one mass of streamers, running from 
the centre to the sides; while down the sides were sus- 
pended flags of all nations. At the foot of the hall over 
the entrance was the insignia of the Ordnance Corps, a 
large shell and flame in gilt, while underneath in letters 
of silver on a violet ground wasthe name Captain W. A. 
Marye,,U. 8. Army, commander. 

The party was largely attended, about one hundred 
and fifty couples being present. The enlisted men ap- 
peared in uniform. Dancing commenced at half-past 
eight o’clock, to the excellent music of Bond’s quadrille 
band, and was continued till twelve, when supper was 
announced as in readiness, upon which the company ad- 
journed to the upper hall, when, after an hour spent in 
refreshing they inner man, the retired to the lower 
hall, and the dancing was resumed and kept up until 
daylight. 

Too much praise cannot be spoken of the soldierly bear- 
ing and usual good conduct of the enlisted men, espe- 
cially the committee of arrangements, who were untir- 
ing in their efforts to promote the happiness of all. 
Among the distinguished persons present were Captain 
William A. Marye, U. 8S. Army, commanding post ; 
Captain Schaff, U.S. Army, and lady ; Mrs. Captain O. 
E. Michaelis, Captain Deane, Dr. Brainon, and others. 

WATERTOWN ARSENAL, Mass., January 30, 1871. 








RECREATION AT FORT COLUMBUS, N. Y. H. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Str: The permanent party at Governor’s Island have 

at last made a step in the right direction, with the idea 
of relieving the monotony of the severe and lengthy 
winter evenings usually experienced at that post. 
It was my pleasure to become,a guest at the first en- 
tertainment given by a newly organized “Uncle Sam’s 
Variety Troupe,” in the “South Battery” under the 
patronage of General Neill and the officers of the post. 
It was a decided success. The “ programme” was varied 
enough to suit the most fastidious taste. The glees, 
songs, etc., were extremely well rendered by Messrs. 
Gassner, Leonard, Rogers, Smith, Logo, Denham, and 
Fields; during the intervals the two “end men” Leon- 
ard and Rogers, outvying each other in efforts of 
“ spasmodic wit,” tending not a little to contribute to 
the success of the performance. The clog dances by 
Hemingway were beyond praise. The “nerves” by 
Hemingway and Russell was loudly and deservedly ap- 
plauded. Denham in the “ Virginian Rose Bud” ac- 
quitted himself in first rate style, while Gassner in his 
banjo solo at once proclaimed himself an artist of the 
first water. 

The comique portion of the entertainment was uproar- 
iously approved by the largely assembled audience, 
whilst the; stump speech” by Donohue made the suc- 
cess complete. W. 








BALL AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sir: The members, of Company M, Second Cavalry, 
gave their friends a ball last night. It was the most 
brilliant affair of the kind that has come off here since 
the barracks have been established. Nearly all the offi- 
cers of the garrison were present for a short time, in- 
specting the arrangements made for the entertainment 
of the guests. The following officers and ladies were 
present by special invitation: General L N. Palmer, 
Colonel Townsend and lady, Major Thompson and lady, 
Captain Mix and! lady ace. me M), Captain Munson 
and lady, Lieutenant Rawolle and lady, Lieutenant 
Smallwood and lady, Lieutenant "Augur and ;lady, all 
of whom congratulated Captain Mix upon the soldierly 
appearance of his company, and the artistic taste dis- 
played in decorating the hall and supper-room. The 
splendid band of the Second Cavalry furnished the 
music, which gave the most complete satisfaction. The 
“boys in blue” thoroughly enjoyed themselves whirling 
through the intricacies of the mazy dance, forgetting 
for the moment the hardships incidental to a soldier's 
life.. They appeared tojvie with each other in contribut- 
ing to their guests’ entertainment. Dancing was kept 
up without intermission until midnight, when supper 
was announced. 

There appears to exist a friendly spirit of rivalry 
among the companies here in getting up balls, dinners, 
etc., but it isan acknowledged fact that for correct and 
gentlemanly deportment, sociability, and style, Company 
M, Second Cavalry, is unsurpassed in the Army. Sup- 
per over, dancing was resumed, and was continued until 
4 A. M., when the guests sought their homes, well 
pleased with their night’s enjoyment. The members 
of the several committees are worthy of especial men- 
tion for the gentlemanly and courteous manner in which 
they discharged their respective duties, giving the most 
intense satisfaction to all of their guests, 

Master of Ceremonies, M. T.R. Reed. Committee of 
Reception—Messrs. Olifton, Lawrence, and Lindsay. 
Committee of Managers—Messrs. Crelly, Smith, Bus- 
kirk, and Simmons. : 

Iam happy to state that this ball but heralds'a num- 
ber of similar entertainments which will be given by 





the other companies to whom Company M, has shown 
such a praiseworthy example, night was most 


pleasantly passed, and nothing occurred which could 
annoy the most, fastidious, or in any way_mar the enjoy- 
ment of the evening. 

OMAHA BARRACKS, NEB., January 19, 1871. 








SHIPS’ BOATS. 


' To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sim: It has often’ been said that there is not in the 
whole Navyja single lifeboat—that is to say, a boat 
which can never be sunk and which can be righted'when 
turned over. These are the most essential qualities ofa 
lifeboat ; more {we cannot well have in ships’ boats, on 
account of the weight and the_room required to make 


8° | them perfect lifeboats. We shall be told by naval men 


‘that it is very easy at short notice to convert any boat 
into a lifeboat by lashing water-breakers somewhére 
along her on the inside. This-will answer to prevent 
sinking too deep to be bailed out ; but if lashed low down 
they would assist her turning bottom up and keep her so 
in a surf or sea way. Therefore, we repeat, there are no 
lifeboats in the Navy. As we cannot carry perfect life- 
boats at the davits we must devise the most simple 
means for making all boats somewhat insubmergeable 
and easy to righten when turned over. 

Boats for war vessels must have room for arms, ammu- 
nition, and supplies. In what we propose to say we de- 
sire our readers to understand that we go for working 
boats and not mere pleasure boats. We think every 
boat can afford space for an air tank at each end, varying 
in size according to the size of the boat. This will be 
ow 4 useful in assisting to righten the boat, and if the 
t has a man hole it cun be used as a place of {deposit 
for valuable traps, as signal lights or papers not occupy- 
ing sufficient space to impair its utility as a float. 

Under the thwarts, at the side in double-bank boats, 
and amidships in single-bank, there should be some float- 
ing power, as {cork or air canisters, sufficient in buoy- 
ancy, with the help of the end canisters, to keep the 
boat in condition to be bailed out if. filled by shipping 
water or partly full when righted. This is all we can 
expect to attain in a ship’s boat. 

All ships’ boats, whether for merchant service or for 

the Navy, should have a centre-board, no projection of 
keel. In suggesting this to a naval friend he says: 
“For one or two boats officers: would appreciate the cen- 
tre-board. Launches are generally. propelled by steam 
and are supposed to be capable of, towing all the other 
boats, so as to spare the men.” He also says: “ Boats 
of men-of-war are fitted with lug sails, and these are re- 
garded as only to be used when the boat will lay her 
course. Beating to windward is usually not allowed, 
partly on account of the insufficiency of the rig and part- 
ly because pulling isa good physical exercise. A lug 
does not lumber a boat,and doés very well with a free 
wind. For beaching the absence of keel will be a great 
advantage.” : 
Presuming this to be the general reasoning of naval 
men, we would say that a properly cut and properly set 
lug is as good as any ship’s boat can have, and with the 
aid of centre-board will be weatherly, sure in stays, safe 
to go on a beach, easy to stow within another boat and 
at the davits, will turn more quickly under sail or oars— 
in short, she will be more safe jand more manageable in 
all respects. 

If beating dead to windward is out of order the rule is 
the result of poor fittings, It cannot be out of order to 
make good the courses instead of making several points 
leeway. If it is recognized as good economy to husband 
the strength of the men for great efforts by towing under 
steam, there can be no objection to exercising the same 
economy by doing well what we now do very badly for 
want of centre-boards and properly fitted lug sails. 

In acutter thirty feet long ,there is room for a mast 
eighteen feet long-withent- ee | with the stern 
sheets. The fore and main lugs, with the tack to the 
masts, are exactly alike; the latter bas a light boom 
which is necessary to make itset well. The fore yard is 
two feet longer than the main, in order to set on it a jib 
representing a split lug. This is a valuable auxiliary in 
tacking as well as in balancing the general canvas. C) 
jib is not necessarily a fixture, but may often be dis- 
pensed with; still, when reefed with the others, it will 
be found very effective in stays. 

What is called a whaleboxt ina frigate, though not 
like one except in genefal shape, is a pink stern boat. 
The sprits come to the tack of the sail and shove into a 
pocket five or six feet up. 

To reef or reduce the sailsithe sprits are brailed and 
stopped as high as‘a man can reach handily. All that is 
required is to have the step of the mast sufficiently elon- 
gated to permit of raking. This is easily done by a key 
or wedge which is put in before the heel of the mast 
under full sail, and abaft it under reefs. The masts are 
fourteen feet above gunwale, and, as all boats’ masts’ 
should be, not long enough to be in the way of the stern’ 
sheets. 

A good rig for a launch or first cutter is a lng like the 
cutters, without any second dail going free. @ jib is 
kept in line with the mainsail, and is as effective as if it 
were a part of it, and hasa very great advantage over 
the common lug, inasmuch as there is no dipping. The 
whaleboat rig is equally appropriate for cutters, pro- 
vided the length of the sprit is no greater than that ‘of 
the masts. R. B. ForBEs. 








Mr. CALDWELL, British secretary of war, publishes the 
following statement of rifles and muskets in store: Sni- 
der rifles and carbines—At home stations on the 8th of 
August, 1870, 231,240; at foreign stations, excluding In-~ 
dia, by the latest accounts, 53,089; total ‘number of 
Snider arms in store, 284,279. Carbines and muskets 
of other descriptions—At home stations, 16,500; at for- 
eign stations, 144; gran total, 300,723. The supply of 
Snider rifles to the voluiiteers, which was commenced a 
few weeks since, is now being rapidly carried out, 
neatly thirty administrative battalions and dis- 





tinct corps, representing between 40,000 and men, 
having received them. 
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MPORTANT TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 


Ufficers of the Army and Navy b~ving daughters to ed and 
who wish to secure for them the edvastagen of a first-class lish 
and Freuch Acadeaiy, with musical instruction unsurpassed if not 
Uaneguailied in this country, and all at ex ly moderate rates, 
are advised to investigate the claims of the my of the Visita- 
tion, at Mount de near W neeling, W. Va. 
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UAKTERKMASTER'S OFFIOR, UNITED STATES 


PHILADELPEIA Pa, J 25, 2871. 
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OF all conditions to be fulfilled before a complete 
man-of-war is produced, says the London Army and 
Navy Gazette, perhaps the most important is that she 
should be commanded by an experienced captain, every- 
thing being, to a certain extent, under his control, and 
yet, strange to say, the captain, of all men in the ship, is 
the least protected in action. On the bridge he is com- 
pletely exposed to a quick accurate fire from the tops of 
every enemy’s ship he encounters, the danger being con- 
siderably increased in the last few years by the intro- 
duction of breech-loaders, and the only screen he would 
have is the smoke of his own guns occasionally hiding 
him from view. In two or three ships (iron-clads) a 
strong turret has been placed on the upper deck with a 
bullet-proof cover, but this is quite the exception. Why 
not supply small removable bullet-proof iron turrets to 
ali ships (wooden ships included), easily fixed up when 
preparing for action, at each end of the bridge round the 
engine-room telegraphs or where most convenient, per- 
haps in the gangways, at all events at the necessary dis- 
tance from the compass? They would protect the cap- 
tain and signalmen, and also, as one of the few resources 
left to a ship on being rammed is to board her assailant 
before disengaging herself, these turrets would be invalu- 
able in repelling them. Their weight would not be 
great; they could be easily stowed by pieces in the 
chains or below in times of peace. Ships with small 
chart-houses, at some distance from the compasses, might 
have iron bullet-proof ones, with iron shutters as well as 
glass windows. 
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THE Globe is informed by a correspondent that the 
export of arms to France is still proceeding on a large 
scale. The number sent from the date of the battle of 
Sedan to December 10 was about 105,000, and as the ex- 
port was going on at the rate of over 4,000 a week the total 
up to the end of the year since the beginning of Sep- 
tember was very nearly 120,000. This, however, by no 
means represents the real total, The numbers just 
mentioned were sent openly, but many rifles, revolvers, 
and even cannon, have been sent from Enyland to France 
as “ manuiacturod iron goods.” 








WE are glad to believe, says the London Army and 
Navy Gazette, that our blue jackets are active men and 
sailors, but they have one fault, which, among 
hting men, is of a serious nature. They are too young! 
Our crews are composed of a large proportion of boys, a 
man over thirty being a rarity on our men of war; 
and it is the constant remark of old officers that the old 
seamen of the war have given place to young men in 
their teens. 
LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE. 

Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
Office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which, they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington: 


ARMY. 
oes 


January 27. 
Zeeman, Contain, 
Malada, O. ptain. 
| aesinda” General, 
Flint, J. T., Colonel. 
Han J., Captain. 


» Se Ey 
Megrew, Major. 
Jr., " Khisterer, F., Ca: 
, cota, | BObarat = gee, 
NAVY. 
January 31, 
Whitsey, Lieutenant-Commander. 

Letters have been received at this office for the following per- 
sons: Captain John B. Davia, Second Minnesota 
ment; Lieutenant E. T, Bradford, U. 8. M. C.; General M, L. 
Avery, John P. O'Hara, 





Janvakry 31, 
Mass, Ed., Colonel. 
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PARIS AND PEACE. 


pus has fallen, and the German troops have oc- 
capied the forts which they have been shelling 
foc the last month. JULES FavrRE sought Count 


terms, | BISMARCK in Versailles, January 24, and after three 


days discussion the terms were agreed upon Satur- 
day, January 28. With many contradictory reports 
of the demands made on both sides, we are obliged 
to turn to the Emperor WILLIAM for our authentic 
news. His telegram is: 

VERSAILLES, 2 Pp. M., Snnday, January 29. 


** Last night an armistice for three weeks was signed. The 
Kegulars and Mobiles are to be confined in Paris as prison- 
ers of war. The National Guard will undertake the main- 
tenance of order. We occupy all the forts. Paris remains 
invested, but will be allowed to.revictual as svon as arms are 
surrendered. 


**The National Assembly is to be summoned to meet at 
Bordeaux in a fortnight. All the armies in the field will re- 
tain their respective positions, the ground between opposing 
lines to be neutral. 

“ This is the reward of patriotism, heroism, and great sacri- 
fices. Thank God for this great mercy! May peace soon 
follow. WILBELM.’’ 

The armistice covers land and sea, and expires at 
noon, February 19. The line of division between 
the German and French forces separates into two 
portions each of the departments Calvados and Orne. 
The Germans hold those of the Sarthe, Indre et 
Loire, Loire et Cher, Loiret, and Yonne. At Paris 
the Germans hold all the forts and the Parisians re- 
tain command of the city wall, but the lat- 
ter is dismantled, the gun-carriages being taken 
away. At the same time heavy guns are moved into 
the forts to make sure that the Paris population 
does not take the law into its hands. Thus 
Paris will remain beleagured three weeks longer, 
but postal communication has already been opened, 
and the supply of food has also begun. The city 
pays 53,000,000 francs to its conquerors. 

In answer to the reports that Bismarck had 
threatened France with a restoration of the Empire, 
the Empress EUGENIE has let it be known that she 
has concluded no agreement with the German Chan- 
cellor, but has rejected every offer to conclude a 
peece with cession of territory as one of the terms. 

This surrender of course enormously increases the 
number of Frenchmen who have surrendered. On the 
lst of January Germany was the prison of 11,160 
French officers and 333,885 French soldiers. The 
strength of the garrison surrendered at Paris has 
not been made known, but apart from the National 
Guard it could not have numbered more than 250,- 
000 or 300,000 men, which would bring the number 
of French prisoners up to six or seven hundred 
thousand. What the position of the French forces 
now is may be seen from the following despatch : 

General Chanzy’s headquarters are at Laval. The Fif- 
teenth, Sixteenth, Nineteenth and‘ Twenty-fifth Corps are at 
Vierzon, Bourges and Nevers. General Bourbaki has the 
Eighteenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-fourth Corps at Rou- 
lands and Pontarlier. Garibaldi is at Dijon with 30,000 
men. General Faidherbe has the Twenty-second and Twenty- 
third Corps at Arras, Douai and Cambrai. Laysel isin front 
of Havre with 30,000 men. The camps of instruction con- 
tain 250,000 men. The conscripts of 1871 number 300,000 


men. At the end of the armistice France will resume the 
war with 900,000 men. - 


The region of the Jura appears to be excepted 





tegi- | from the scope of the armistice (though the Emper- 


or’s despatch does not say so), and this is proof suffi- 





cient that BouRBAKI’s troops are in a bad way. 
The General was so chagrined at his failure before 
Belfort that he shot and dangerously wounded 
himself. General CLivcHaRT takes his command. 
In the battles with Von WERDER BoURBAKI is re- 
ported to have lost 10,000 men, and his army re- 
treated toward Switzerland until it reached the 
border, and it is reported that the whole army has 
crossed the line. In an action at Chappoy and 
Sombrecourt, west of Pontaillier, he took 3,000 pris- 
oners and six guns. 

In the north, Lonewy has capitulated, yielding 
to the conquerors 4,000 prisoners and 200 guns, and 
the Germans are now turning their attention to 
Maubeuge. Thus we see the eastern frontier of France 
in the hands of her enemies from near its northern 
extremity to the centre of the Swiss border. Prob- 
ably two-fifths of the country is now overrun by the 
invaders, and in this two-fifths must be comprised 
four-fifths of the military strength of France. The 
Germans appear to look upon the war as ended, 
and it is already reported that the Emperor WIL- 
LIAM will return to Berlin at once, and BisMARCK 
will follow him as soon as the convention shall have 
met at Bordeaux. Opo RUSssELL’s impression of the 
Count’s state of health was incorrect, as he main- 
tains his usual active discharge of duties. 

On February 15, the day the convention is to 
meet in Bordeaux, peace will become a subject for 
debate for the first time among the French. There 
is no doubt that France contains a very strong 
party who will sustain GAMBETTA in continuing 
the war, and commend the determination which he 
has expressed—to accept no compromise between 
absolute ruin and peace without cession of territory. 
But the spectacle which France has presented— 
dumb under the goad of the war minister, is very 
different from that which she would have offered if, 
in open convention, the nation had expressed its 
will to stake all upon the war. How ill-advised 
this has been we can estimate only by looking at the 
tone of the best and most thoughtful journals on 
both sides of the ocean during the past two or three 
months, while compulsion has been ruling France in 
the name of liberty. 

Will the convention consent to a peace under the 
German demand for a cession of terrritory? Count 
BisMARCK evidently believes it will, and has held 
that opinion in the face of the enormous efforts the 
country has made during the last five months to 
keep up the war. It seemsto us that he has the 
best reason for thinking so. Paris fallen, 
BovurRBAKI’s men in such a strait that the Germans 
will not admit his army to the adyantages of the 
armistice; CHANZY and FAIDHERBE with noth- 
ing to build hope upon; GARIBALDI pegging away 
at outposts— surely there is nothing in this 
situation to give hope that the two or three 
hundred thousand invaders released at Paris 
can be successfully met. The telegraph has- 
tens to inform us that though the news 
of the armistice “astounded” the country, it 
was received with approval in most places. Gam- 
BETTA has ratified it; he could hardly do less with- 
out openly assuming the rank of absolute dictator. 

It appears probable that BisMaRck tried to bring 
the Paris government to consent to a peace leaving 
@ province in the hands of the invaders as security 
for the execution of the treaty. Onno other sup- 
position can the despatches first received be ex- 
plained. One contained the report of the surren- 
der of Alsace and the German part of Lorraine, and 
the pledge of the champagne country for the pay- 
ment of the war expenses. Another put down the 
surrender of Pondicherry in India and twenty ships of 
the French navy, doubtless in consideration of the 
withdrawal of a certain part of the pecuniary in- 
demnity, which has been put at two four and even 
ten thousand millions of francs, though 
that must be a pure supposition. Whatever the de- 
mands really are, we have not long to wait before 
knowing them. The elections will be held Febru- 
ary 8, the convention will sit February 15, and have 
four days for deliberation before the close of the 
armistice at noon, February 19. Whether the sit- 
tings of the convention will be secret or open has 
not been announced, but we are under the impres- 
sion that Count BisMaRoK’s intention has been to 
have an open and public discussion of the peace 
question. 
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An important decision was rendered by the United 
States Circuit Court, for the Southern District 
of New York, January 27, on the question of the au- 
thority of State courts to discharge soldiers or sail- 
ors from the Army or Navy. The facts are fully set 
forth in the opinion of the court, which we publish 
elsewhere. It was laid down as a principle that a 

“commanding officer was not bound to produce a sol- 
dier in the State court on habeas corpus after making 
respectful return of the prima facie legal grounds for 
holding him to military service, and that he would 
be justified in resisting by force any effort to compel 
him to produce the soldier. This ruling, we believe, 
is in strict accordance with the course of proced- 
ure recommended by the Secretary of War and 
Judge-Advocate General of the Army in like cases. 

As General Neill, the commanding officer con- 
cerned in this particular case, had a speedy remedy 
by applying to the United States Circuit Court, 
then in session in New York city, he submitted 
peaceably to an arrest under a writ of attachment 
from the State court, and his counsel First Lieuten- 
ant Asa B. Gardner, First Artillery, at once applied 
for a habeas corpus, returnable forthwith, based on a 
petition setting forth the facts. The writ was 
granted and served on the State sheriff before he 
could produce General NEILL in the State court to 
answer for the alleged contempt, thus transferring 
the case to the National court 

After testimony as to questions of fact and an 
elaborate argument as to the law, the United States 
Circuit Court ordered General NEILL’s discharge 
from the custody of the State sheriff, holding all 
proceedings in the State court, after presentation 
of the return, to be null and void. 

As any further action by the State judge would, 
under the act of Congress of February 5, 1867, be 
null and void, such action would render him 
amenable to an attachment and arrest for contempt 
of Court from the United States court, as well as an 
action for pecuniary damages. With a prudence 
that does him credit, Judge MoCunn, the judge in 
question, has refrained from further proceedings in 
this case, after subjecting General NEILL to the an- 
noyance of an illegal arrest. 








GAMBETTA is evidently determined that France 
in her weakness shall not be at the mercy of such 
plotters as the Imperialists and Royalists have 
proved themselves to be. The Orleans princes de- 
termined to run for election to the convention, but 
GAMBETTA issued a decree disqualifying members of 
families reigning over France since 1789, all persons 
who have acted as Imperial official candidates in 
past elections, or held office as Ministers, Senators or 
Councillors of State under the Empire, and Prefects 
who have accepted office between the 2d of Decem- 
ber, 1851, and the 4th of September, 1870. 

He also issued the following proclamation to the 
people : 

“Frenchmen: Prussia believes the armistice will dis- 
solve our armies and secure the election of a Chamber 
ready to conclude a shameful peace. It depends on France 
to upset these calculations. It is necessary to make the 
armistice a period for the instruction of our young troops. 
Continue with unrelaxed vigor the organization for de- 
fence, and for war if necessary, while you install a na- 
tional Republican Assembly, willing to make such a peace 
only as is compatible with the honor, dignity and integri- 
ty of France.” 





THOUGH the Paris population has behaved much 
better than it was expected to do, the bombardment 
was not suffered to pass by without a demonstration 
by the Reds. The Hotel de Ville was attacked Jan- 
uary 22 by about three hundred National Guards, 
who were repulsed after a quarter ofanhour. They 
succeeded, however, in taking the Mazas prison and 
releasing FLouRENS, a Red who would be a pest un- 
der any government. After the capitulation the 
city was reported to be in a state of great agitation, 
and the beating of drums and shouts of the people 
inside the walls were plainly heard, and that was on 
January 26, before the occupation of the forts by 
the besiegers. This report, however, has not been 
confirmed. On the whole the people of Paris have 
behaved with unexpected quietude. Of the effects 
of the bombardment we have no fresh news since 
the capitulation, but the previous accounts put the 
damage at a very low figure, in spite of pretty hard 
work on the part of the German gunners. 


CONGRESS. 


THE recommendation in the President’s message, that 
the Government should purchase the Alabama claims of 
the owners, has been under discussion in the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations. The propriety of the 
step is apparent, and the care of the Senators is given to 
the necessity of so shaping their action that no prejudice 
shall result to the claims for damages done by other 
rebel cruisers sailing from British ports. The Senate re- 
ceived its bill to repeal the income tax from the House 
with the information that bills relating to revenue must, 
according to the Constitution, originate in the House. 
A committe of conference was appointed, but it is feared 
this oversight will kill the measure, which is pretty 
well disputed over at the best. Strange to say, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is opposed to it, while the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue, with the approval, it is 
said, of the President, energetically presses the repeal. 

In the House the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Homestead 
bill was passed. The bill abolishing the grades of Ad- 
miral and Vice-Admirai came up from the Senate, and 
General Logan obtained a conference committee, his ob- 
ject being, it is suid, to secure the adoption of an addi- 
tional section reducing the number of rear-admirals and 
commodores to correspond with the reduction made in 
the coresponding grades of major and brigadier-generals 
in the Army. There are now ten admirals and twenty- 
four commodores on the retired list of the Navy, while 
the major-generals in the Army are to be reduced to 
three and the brigadier-generals to six. The Army has 
80,000 men and the Navy 8,000. A bill extending the 
privileges of the Disabled Soldiers’ Asylum to the vet- 
erans of 1812 and the Mexican War was passed. Another 
bill, repealing the proviso of the sixth section, act of July 
27, 1868, limiting the time for application for pension to 
five years from the time of acquiring the right to apply, 
was passed. The Committee on Military Affairs reported 
back the Senate bill to turn over to the Secretary of 
the Interior, for the disposal by sale after appraisemeut, 
the United States military reservations at Forts Lane 
and Walla Walla ,in Oregon, Fort Zarah in Kansas, 
Camp McGarry in Nevada, Fort Sumner in New Mex- 
sco, Fort Smith in Arkansas, Forts Jessup and Sabine 
in Louisiana, Fort Wayne in Arkansas, Fort Collins in 
Colorado, Fort Dakota in Dakota, and such portion of 
Fort Bridger in Wyoming as may no longer be required 
for military purposes; passed. A bill to sell the Bergen 
Heights Arsenal also passed ; also the Senate bill grant- 
ing the right of way to the Pensacola and Barrancas 
Railroad Company through the naval and military reser- 
vations near Pensacola, Fla; also a bill to provide for 
the sale of the United States military reservations at 
Fort Kearney, Iowa and Rush Valley, Utah. A message 
was received from the President in regard to the In- 
dian Territory. He thinks Congress should hold the 
power of approving. or disapproving the acts of the 
Territorial government, and that the Governor and 
other ofticors should be appointed by the President, 
He also suggests that the appointment of officers, excep 
ting the judiciary, should be limited to natives of the 
Territory. 








THE United States Supreme Court has delivered an 
important opinion in the case of the United States vs. 
Joseph W. Price, on an appeal from the Court of Claims. 
The claim in this case was for transportation pay from 
the place of the discharge of Price, as lieutenant of 
volunteers, to the place of his enrolment, he having been 
discharged at hisown request, upon a surgeon’s certificate. 
The Government resisted the claim, insisting: First, that 
officers discharged at their own request are excluded 
from the benefits of the allowance; and, second, that 
this travel pay is payable only to officers of the regular 
army, and is not, in any case, due to volunteers. The 
Court of Claims ruled that a proper construction of the 
later acts on the subject would give to volunteers the pay 
and allowances claimed in this case, to wit: one day’s 
pay and allowance for each twenty miles of travel from 
the place of discharge to the place of enrolment. The 
judgment in the case was for $234, and as the Supreme 
Court is divided in opinion in this case, the judgment of 
the Court of Claims is affirmed, and remains the law on 
the subject. The Attorney-General stated in the argu- 
ment that the principle decided here applies as well to 
private soldiers as to officers, if it applies to either, and 
that many millions would be required to meet the 
claims. 








A CORRESPONDENT writes us from San Domingo, W. I., 
January 11, 1871, that the Naniucket is now at Porta 
Platt, but is shortly expected at Samana. The Severn, 
Admiral Lee’s flagship, arrived at San Domingo Jannary 
1, and will soon leavefor Jamaica. The Swatara expected 
to leave in a day or s0, destination unknown yet, but sup- 





posed: to be for a cruise around Cuba. 


THE House of Representatives has passed with but 
two dissenting voices—yeas 184, nays 2—a bill giving 
soldiers and sailors additional privileges under the home- 
stead act. It is as follows: 


A Bix to enable honorably discharged soldiers and sailors 
their widows and orphan children to acquire homesteads on 
the public land of the United States : 

Be it enacted, etc., That every private soldier and officer, 
who has served inthe Army of the United States during the 
recent rebellion for ninety days, and who was honorably dis- 
charged and has remained loyal to the Government, includ- 
ing the troops mustered into the service of the United States 
by virtue of the third section of an act entitled, ‘‘ An act 
making appropriations for completing the defences’of Wash— 
ington and for other purposes,” approved February, 18, 1862, 
and every seaman, marine, and officer or other person who 
has served in the Navy of the United States, or in the Mar- 
rine Corps durirg the rebellion for ninety days, and who was 
honorably discharged, and has remained loyal to the Govern- 
ment, shall, on compliance with an aét entitled, ‘‘ An act to 
secure homesteads to actual settlers on the public domain,” 
and the acts amendatory thereon as hereinafter modified, be 


entitled to enter upon and receive patents fora quantity of 
public lands, not mineral, not exceeding 160 acres, or one 
quarter section, to be taken in compact form, according to 
legal subdivisions, including the alternate reserved sections 
of public lands along the line of any railroad or other public 
work, or other lands subject to entry under the homestead ~ 
laws in the United States wherever public lands have been 
or may be granted by acts of Congress; ided that said 
homestead se'tler, shall be allowed twelve months, after 
locating his homestead, within which to commence his settle- 
ment and improvements; and, provided also, that the time 
which the homestead settler shall have served in the Army, 
Navy, or Marine Corps, as aforesaid, or if discharged on ac- 
count of wounds received or disability incurred in the line of 
duty, then the term of enlistment shall be deducted from the 
time heretofore required to perfect title ; and, provided fur 
ther, that any homestead settler as aforesaid, may assign his 
homestead certificate, within twelve months from the date 
thereon, to any citizen of the United States over twenty-one 
years of age, or person who has declared his intention to become 
such, who has not previously availed himself of the benefits of 
the homestead or pre-emption laws ; said assignee shall succeed 
to all the rights of the said homestead settler, but no such as- 
signor of a homestead certificate shall thereafter have the 
right to avail himself of the benefit of this act, or of the acts 
heretofore passed, granting homesteads to actual settlers, nor 
shall such assignee have the right to acquire any other home- 
steads under said acts; provided, however, that no patent 
shall issue to a homestead settler or his assignee who has not 
resided upon, improved and cultivated his said homestead for 
a period of at least two years, except as provided in section 4 
of this act. : 

Szc. 2. That any person entitled, under the provisions 
of the foregoing section, to enter a homestead, who 
may have heretofore entered under the homestead laws a quan- 
tity of land less than 160 acres, shall be permitted to enter 
under the provisions of this act so much land as, when added 
to the quantity previously entered, shall not exceed 160 
acres. 

Szc. 3. That in case of the death of any person who would 
be entitled.to a homestead under the provisions of the first 
section of this act, his widow, if unmarried, or in the case of 
death or marriage, then his minor orphan children shall be 
entitled to all the benefits enumerated in this act ; provided 
that ifsuch person die during his enlistment, the whole term 
of his enlistment shall be deducted from the time heretofore 
required to perfect the title. 

Sec. 4. That every private soldier and seaman, marine, and 
Officer, who served in the Army and Navy for the said period of 
ninety days, and is‘now inscribed on the pension rolls of the 
United States, or is enrolled to be so inscribed on account of 
wounds received or disabilities incurred in the line of duty, 
may in lieu of the rights, privileges, and bevefits hereinbefore 
conferred, enter upon, by an agent or attorney, and receive 
a patent for one-quarter section of land, as provided in see- 
tion 1 of this act, and shall be entitled to all the benefits of 
said first section, or liable to all the provisions thereof, ex- 
cept as to the actual residence, and that all acts and things 
required to be done by said homestead settler by said first 
section may be dove by said agent or attorney; p ovided, 
that nosuch agent or attorney shail act as such for more than 
one person at the same time, 

Szc. 5. That all declarations and proofs required under 
this act, and the former acts yran’ing homesteads to actual 
settlers, may be taken before the judges or clerk of any court 
of record in the United States, or in any State or Territory, 
and when duly authenticated, under the official seal of such 
court, sball be of the same force and effect as if taken before 
the register or receiver of the propery Land Office. 

Sec. 6. That the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
shall have authority to make all needful rules and regulations 
to carry into effect the provisions of this act. 








Tux Turkish government is now a competitor in 
English markets for a supply of gunpowder. The 
Broad Arrow understands that a contract wilt shortly 
be entered into with some leading manufacturers for the 
delivery in Constantinople of at least 10,000 barrels of 
the strongest and most costly article that can be pro- 
duced. 








THE First Sub-District of Georgia was discontinued 
January 25, and the companies of the Eighteenth Infan- 
try, now stationed at Barnett and Warrenton, will proe 
ceed to and take post at McPherson Barracks, Atlanta, 
Georgia. 








By authority of the President the headquarters of 
the Department of the South were removed from At- 
lanta, Georgia, to Louisville, Kentucky, Jannary 28, 





The United States steamer Swatara arrived at Santiago 
de Ouba on the 30th ult. All well. 
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SAVING AMMUNITION. 


But there was one lesson which might have been 
learned in the war, which yet was not. Neither side 
seemed to give it a thought; and it was reserved for the, 
sober, philosophic German to teach it to us in 1870. This 
lesson, the most valuable of all, is how to save your am- 
munition. 

General von Moltke, to whose genius the brilliant re- 
sults of the campaigns of Sadowa and Sedan are owing, 
is the first man in high place who has had the wisdom 
to prefit by experience in this matter, 

The saving of ammunition, if ever fully carried out in 
modern warfare, wilk be found to be the greatest revo- 
lution since Leopold of Dessau introduced the iron ram- 
red. 

The fault of wasting it is the crying sin of modern 
armies. It is the commonest thing inthe world to see 
officers on the line of baltle encouraging their men to 
waste ammunition. “Fire away, boys!” “Give ’em 
" hell!” “ That’s it!” “Give it to em!” is the shout of al- 
most every excited man on the skirmish line; and the 
officers, having no rifles, do nothing but yell to the men 
to fire faster. 

What is the consequence? Ninety-nine bullets out 
of a hundred fired im action are fired at random. A 
dismounted man goes on the line with twenty rounds in 
his box, and perhaps forty or sixty more crammed in his 
pockets. The line fights for an hour and a half; and 
at the end of that time the cry arises, “Fall back!” 

“We're out of ammunition !” 

West Pointers, men who have never been in the ranks, 
may scout the idea I am about to advance; but I am 
convinced that, in nine cases out of ten, an afficer of 
dismounted cavalry fighting on foot would do well to 
borrow a carbine and sling from one of the horseholders, 
instead of taking a sabre with him. In every dismount- 
ed skirmish line I have{seen the less company officers 
interfered with it the better it got on. The best officers 
on a skirmish line I remember always borrowed a car- 
bine to use; and the men followed them. Sword-armed 
officers are too apt to get behind the line, and shout to 
men to “go on,” instead ‘of being well up with them. 
An officer taking a carbine, and carrying only a few 
rounds of ammunition, will better realize the necessity 
of saving it. 

If a prize were offered to the man who should main- 
tain his post on the skirmish line, and bring out by the 
end of the campaign the largest average number of cart- 
ridges in each battle, I am fully convinced that the re- 
giment adopting sueha system would kill more enemies 
and be twice as much dreaded as under the random 
system. 

But, as in the case of sharp sabres, before mentioned, 
although everybody admits the truth, practically it is 
set at naught. It is well enough to deplore the waste, 
but no one seems to try to remedy it, or at least no one 
did till Von Moltke. What He has done by his reform 
the world knows. 

If every general officer in our service would enjoin 
upon his brigadiers to enforce the saving of ammuni- 
tion upon their different regiments, the gain in effi- 
ciency would be enormous. The moral effect of an army 
which reserves its fire till sure of its aim is something 
wonderful, whether in attack or defence; and the cor- 
responding weakness of an enemy which begins to fire 
at long ranges is equally marked. 

If regiments drawing the smallest quantity of ammu- 
nition, and still holding their position, were praised in 
general orders, the emulation would be, we are con- 
vinced, productive of unmixed good. Forty rounds of 
ammunition ought to be enough for any cavalry skir- 
misher, if he fights from daylight till dark ; and a regi- 
ment announcing itself “out of ammunition” in the 
thick of a fight ought to be severely ceusured in brigade, 
division, and corps orders, even while ammunition was 
supplied. 

I write from practical experience. I lay on the skir- 
mish line at Cold Harbor in June, 1864, when infantry 

and cavalry attacked us for several hours. I knew well 
that, during all that time, I could not get rid of more 
than twenty shots, aimed at anything certain. Bullets 
were flying about, but they were fired at random. A 
knot of cool hands lay on the ground near me, each by 
his little pile of rails; and a shot abont once in a min- 
ute, with a long steady aim at the puffs of the enemy’s 
smoke, was all we could manage conscientiously. At 
the same time a terrible firing was going on at our right, 
as if a corps of infantry were engaged ; and then, the first 
thing we knew, men were falling back there “out ef 







Again and again, have I seen the same thing—men 


derers, to be reproached by those squanderers for having 
“done nothing, while we were fighting superior num- 
bers.” A beaten man always has an excuse. 

But these “out-of-ammunition” fellows have often 
got better men into grave peril, by falling back, and 
thus leaving a gap for the enemy to occupy. I have 
seen the whole of a+brigade forced into a retreat, and 
the loss of many prisoners, from the failure of a single 
regiment in this manner. It was at Trevillyan Station, 
near Gordonsville, Virginia, we fighting on foot, and be- 
fore we were aware of it, a force of the enemy was in 
our rear, and firing into the led horses. Only the ap- 
proach of darkness saved many of us, myself in the 
number, from capture, and I lost my horse and had to 
foot it until I captured another. 








ARMY OFFICERS AND STATE COURTS. 
U. 8. DISTRICT COURT—S. D. OF NEW YORK. 


In the Matter of Thomas H. Neill, on Habeas Corpus. 
Judges of the State courts have no power to continue ; ngs 
under a writ of habeas , or to issue it where it is for the 
urpose of inquiring into the validity of the enlistment and 
Sotainer thereunder of a person in the land or naval forces of 
the United States. Such power is exclusively vested in the 
courts of the United States. 
Officers of the Army are public executive officers of the National 
Government, duly confirmed, commissioned, and sworn, and 
are the proper agents, under its authority, to have the custody 
of seman hab in the military service on prima facie valid en- 
listment contracts. 
When proper return has been made to the State court, certifying 
the prima facie legal grounds by which the m is held in 
custody, under the authority of the Uni States, it is the 
duty of the officer who holds such mn not to take such per- 
son, or suffer him to be taken, before the State judge on 
habeas co’ , and to resist by force tne | attempt thereunder 
to control him, in to such c y- 
If an officer of the United States Army, after making proper re- 
turn, but refusing to produce the body, shall be proceeded 
against and attached by the State court for contempt, the 
courts of the United States will discharge him from such im- 
risonment, on habeas corpus, under the acts of Congress of 
arch 2, 1833, and February 5, 1867. 


BLATCHFORD, J.—On the 4th of January, 1871, a 
petition was presented to Hon. John H. McCunn, a judge 
of the Superior Court of the city of New York, by one 
John Casey. The petition set forth that said Casey “ is 
at present restrained of his liberty at Fort Columbus, a 
military depet in the port of New York; that said John 
Casey is a minor, and under the age of twenty-one 
years ;” and that “the cause or pretence of such im- 
prisonment and restraint, according to the best knowledge 
and belief of your petitioner, is that said John Casey, 
while such minor as aforesaid, enlisted in the United 
States Army, at the city of New York, on or about the 
28d day of December, 1870, without the knowledge or 
consent of his parents, who are both living.” The peti- 
tion prayed that a writ of habeas corpus might issue, 
directed “ to the officer in command of said Fort Colum- 
bus, in said port of New York, commanding him to pro- 
duce the body of said John Casey.” The judge to whom 
the petition was presented, acting as an officer authorized 
to perform the duties of a justice of the Superior Court 
at | er he (2 R. S. 564, sec. 23, subd. 2) granted a writ 
of habeas corpus on the 4th of January, 1871, directed 
“ to the officer in command of Fort Columbus, a military 
depot in the port of New York, General Neill,” com- 
manding him to produce the body of John Casey, to- 
gether with the time and cause of his imprisonment and 
detention, before the said judge, in the said Superior 


Court, on the 9th of January, 1871. The writ was 
issued and duly served. ‘The time for making return to 
the writ was extended by the attorney for Casey until 
the 11th of January, 1871. 

On that day General Neill made to the judge who 
issued the writ a written return, signed by him, but not 
verified by his oath, in the following words : 

HeavquartTers Principat Depot, 
GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE, 
Fort Cotumsus, New YorkjHarnor, Jan.’11, 1871. 
Tothe Hon. John H. McCunn, Judge of the Superior Court of the city 
of New York. 

Sir: I have the honor to make return to the within writ of 
habeas corpus, issued in the case of John Casey, a private soldier in 
the service of the United States ; that the said John Casey is a reg- 
ular enlisted soldier, and held to service in the Army of the Unit- 
ed States by virtue of said enlistment; that said John Casey was 
regularly enlisted into the service of the United States, according 
to the laws governing the recruiting service for enlisting recruits, 
by his signing the Fn statement or declaration required for re- 
cruits to take,and that the paper here annexed marked A is one of the 
duplicate enlistment papers in the case of the said John Casey ; that 
the oath was regularly administered by an officer authorized to ad- 
minister oaths, and that the recruit was ly examined by 
the s m appointed for that purpose; that, under the decisions 
of the Judge-Advocate-General of the Army, it is not my duty to 
produce the body of said John Casey in court; that such declara- 
tion and denial of the jurisdiction of your Honor is a matter of offi- 
cial duty, and not from any disrespect or contempt of your, honorable 


stitute precedents on which this return is 
y, your obedient servant. 
Lieutenan lonel Sixth U. 8. Cav: 
eral U. 8. Army, commandin; 


THosas H. Neru, 


ig di 


December 23,1870, before “F. E. Camp, captain U.S 
Arm 
words 
State of New York, town of New York, ss. :' 


by occupation a pl wwledge 
tarily enlisted this 23d day of December, 1870, as 
Army of the United States of America, for the period of five years. 
unless commer Goverpae by B authority, and do also 
accept from the United States such bounty, and 
as are or may be established by law. And 
I am twenty-one years and eleven months of 
Suny, euviee hon and fi a 
five years under enlistment contract with the United 
And I, John Casey, do also solemnly 

and allegiance to the United States-of America, 


EI 





ammunition. 


serve them honestly and faithfully against all their 


reserving their fire, coming to the rescue of the squan- 


court. Your attention is respectfully invited to the enclosed ex- 
tract from the Di of Opinions of the Judge-Advocate-General 
of the Army (publi by authority), and points of law which con- 


I am, sir, very 
alry and Brivet Brigadier-Gen- 
epot. 


Annexed to the returns were what purported to be 
copies of the enlistment papers referred to in the return. 
Among them was an oath of enlistment and allegience, 
signed by*Casey, and subscribed and sworn to by him, 


y, recruiting officer.” This oath was in the following 


I, John Casey, born in Brooklyn, in the State of New York, and 
to have volun- 
a soldier in the 


to 

Ry; rations, clothing 
solemnly swear that 

and know of no 
as a soldier for 

ed States. 
swear that I will bear true 
and that I 
enemies 





or opposers whomsoever, and that I will observe and obey the 

orders of the President of the United States, and the orders of the 

— appointed over me, according to the rules and Articles of 
ar. 






Another of the enlistment papers was a certificate 
signed by Captain Camp, certifying on honor that he 
had carefully examined Casey agreeably to the general 
regulations of the Army, and that in his opinion he was 
free from all bodily defects and mental infirmity which 
would in any way disqualify him from performing the » 
duties of a soldier. Another of the enlistment papers 
wrs a certificate signed by Captain Camp, certifying on 
honor that he had minutely inspected Casey previous to 
his enlistment ; that he was entirely sober when enlist- 
ed; that to the best of his (Camp’s) judgment and belief, 
Casey was of lawful age; and that he, Camp, had accept- 
ed and enlisted him into the service of the United States, 
under such contract of enlistment,as duly qualified to 
perform the duties of an able-bodied soldier, and in doing 
so had strictly observed the regulations governing the 
recruiting service. He also certified a description of 
Casey’s person. Another of the enlistment papers was a 
declaration signed by Casey, in the presence of a sub- 
scribing witness, and dated December 23, 1870, in the 
words following: 

I, John Casey, desiring to enlist in the Army of the United 
States, for the term of five years,do declare that I have neither 
wife nor child; that I have never been discharged from the United 
States on account of disability, or by sentence of a court-martial, or 
by order, before the expiration of the term of enlistment; and 
that I am of the legal age to enlist of my own accord, and believe 
myself to be physically qualified to perform the duties of an able- 
bodied soldier. 
Another of the enlistment papers was a paper con- 
taining the details of the examination of Casey as to his 
physical condition. The extracts and points of the law 
referred to in the return were annexed thereto in print. 
The body of Casey was not produced with the return. 
On the 12th of January, 1871, Judge McCunn issued, 
under his hand and seal, a warrant in the name of the 
People of the State of New York, directed to the sheriff 
of the City and County of New York,and in the words 
following: “It appearing satisfactory to me, on oath, 
that Thomas H. Neill, the officer in command at Fort Co- 
lumbus, in the Port of New York, to whom a writ of 
habeas corpus was directed and delivered, commanding 
him to bring before me John Casey, in the said writ 
named, has refused to obey the said writ according to 
the command thereof in not producing the said John Ca- 
sey before me, and also by not making a full and explicit 
return to said writ within the time limited by law, and 
no sufficient excuse having been shown for such refusal, 
these are therefore to authorize and command you, in the 
name of the people of the State of New York, forthwith 
to arrest the said Thomas H. Neill, and to bring him im- 
mediately before me at Part I. of the Superior Court 
of the City of New York, in the said County of New 
York.” Under such warrant the said sheriff, on the 17th 
of January, 1871, arrested General Neill, and took him 
into custody. e 
At this stage of the proceedings a petition was present- 
ed to me by General Neill, praying that a writ of habeas 
corpus might be issued to the said sheriff to inquire into 
the cause of his imprisonment. A copy of the warrant of 
attachment was annexed to the petition, and the peti- 
tion set forth the causes of the issuing of the warrant in 
substance, as they are above stated—namely, the issuing 
of such writ of habeas corpus by Judge McCunn, and the 
making of such return to it. The petitionaverred that the 
ground for the issuing of the attachment was that Gene- 
ral Neill had not produced Casey before Judge McCunn 
on the writ of habeas corpus. The petition also stated 
that General Neill had submitted to the service of the 
process of attachment by the sheriff, at his post of Fort 
Columbus, relying on this court for relief under the 
statutes of the United States, and from a belief that with 
such a remedy it did not befit him to resist by force such 
process of attachment; that his action in the premises 
had been in accordance with the orders of the Secretary 
of War; that the issuing of the attachment was coram 
non judice ; and that he was, under it, restrained of his 
liberty for acts done or omitted to be done by him in 
pursuance of a law of, and under color of the rightful 
authority of the United States, he being lieutenant-colo- 
nel of the Sixth United States Cavalry, and a brevet 
brigadier-general of the United States Army, and com- 
mandant of the post of Fort Columbus, a military site of 
the United States. This petition was accompanied by an 
affidavit of the military officer who presented to Judge 
McCunn the return of General Neill, showing its presen- 
tation, and that the judge refused to receive it because 
Casey was not produced. 
On this petition and affidavit I issued, on the 17th of 
January, 1871, a writ of habeas corpus to the said sheriff, 
commanding him to produce General Neill forthwith, 
before this court, together with the time and cause of 
his imprisonment and detention. The writ was served on 
the sheriff, and he produced General Neill before this 
court, and made return that he held him in custody by 
virtue of said warrant of attachment, of which a copy 
was annexed to his return. This return was traversed 
by the United States by its attorney and by General 
Neill, as relator, in person, by a traverse averring that 
“while it is true that said sheriff has arrested the said 
relator by virtue of the said writ-of attachment an- 
nexed to said return, and holds him in custody there- 
under, yet the said arrest and detention are unlawful, 
and in violation of the Constitution and laws of the Uni- 
ted States, for that the several facts and allegations in 
the petition of the said relator, in respect to the proceed- 
ings before the said Hon. John H. McCunn, and in re- 
to the retarn to the writ issued by him, and the sev- 
eral facts stated in said return, are in all things true in 
substance and matter of fact,as alleged and set forth 
in said petition, and they pray leave to refer to said peti- 
tion and said return, with the same force and effect as 
though embodied herein.” The sheriff putin a reply 
to this traverse, denyi the same, and ayverring that 
“if the same is true it is not sufficient, and this respon- 
eet t not, by oe ey any se therein con- 
tained, to be executing the attachment 
ty bi prevented 
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On the issues thus raised oral testimony was taken 
before me, which disclosed the state of facts above set 
forth, and the further fact that on the presentation of the 
return to Judge McCunn, the counsel for Casey objected 
to it, on the ground that it was not verified by oath, and 
also that the body of Casey was not produced, and that 
the judge thereupon refused toreceive the return as 
sufficient, adding that he would receive no return until 
Casey was produced. In the case of in re Riley, (1 Bene- 
dict, 408,) in September, 1867, it was decided by me in 
the District Court for this district, following, too, prior 
decisions of the same court, made by Judge Betts, that by 
virtue of the provisions of the twentieth section of the 
act of February 24, 1864, (18 U.S. Stat. at Large, 10,) 
and of the fifth section of the act of July 4, 1864, (id., 
380,) the power of discharging from service in the Army 
of the United States minors under the age of eighteen 
years (the enlistment of minors above the age of eighteen 
years without the consent of their parents or guardians 
being lawful) was taken away from the courts, and was 
confided wholly to the Secretary of War ; and that the 
whole power of discharge was thereby given to the Sec- 
retary of War in regard to minors, whatever their ages 
when they enlisted, or when they applied for discharge. 
The General Term of the Supreme Court of New York 
for this district, in January, 1867, in the case of in re 
O’Connor (48 Barbor, 258), decided that Congress had 
power to pass an act prohibiting the State judges from 
interfering with enlistments in the Army; that it had 
done so by the two acts of 1864, and the act of February 
13, 1862 (12 U. S. Stat. at Large, 339), and that the pro- 
vision made by the actsof 186 -iciadischarge by the Sec- 
retary of War, on certain term :and conditions, of mi- 
nors enlisted in the Army, must be held to forbid other 
modes of obtaining discharges, and to be an assumption 
of exclusive jurisdiction, in cases of the kind, by the 
Federal Government. This decision was made on a re- 
turn, which was, in all essential particulars, like the re- 
turn made to Judge McCunn, in the case of Casey, and 
stated that the officer (General Butterfield) denied the 
jurisdiction of the State court, and refused to produce 
the body of the soldier. Such decision of the Supreme 
Court has not been overruled by any superior authority 
and was binding upon Judge McCunn, who, in issuing 
the writ of habeas corpus which he issued, acted as before 
stated, under the statute of New York, solely as a 
justice of the Supreme Court at Chambers. The decision 
does not show that the return made by General Butter- 
field was verified by oath, and it is understood that it 
was not. The decision was concurred in by Justices In- 
graham and Clerke,and dissented from by Mr. Justice 
Leonard. But in July, 1867, the case of James Stokes, 
Jr., like that of Casey in all its features, came before 
Judge Leonard, and he dismissed the writ ot habeas corpus 
on the return. The same course was taken by Judge 
Loew, of the New York Common Pleas, in the case of 
Thos. fSomers, in December, 1869, and by Mr. Justice 
Barnard, of the New York Supreme Court, in the same 
month, in the case of Herman Hattenhorst. These three 
cases were subsequent to the decision in the case of O’Con- 
nor, and so was the decision in Reilly’s case (2 Abbott’s Pr. 
Rep., new series, 334), made in March, 1867, by Judge 
Daly, of the New York Common Pleas, in which case, 
which was one like that of Casey, he held that on the 
return the writ must be discharged. The same course 
had been taken by Mr. Justice Barnard, in October, 
1866, in the case of David Clarke, and in November, 1866, 
in the case of Isaac Kent. I have before me the original 
papers in the cases of Stokes, Somers, Hattenhorst, 
Clarke, and Kent, with the signatures upon them of 
the several judges referred to discharging the writs on 
the returns. In all of them, as well as in the case of 
Reilly, the officer to whom the writ was directed stated 
in his return that he denied the jurisdiction of the State 
court and refused to produce the body of the soldier, and 
the return was in substance the same as that in the case 
of Casey. In all of them except that of Reilly the orig- 
inal papers show that the return of the officer was not 
verified by oath. I have not before me the original 
papers in the case of Reilly, but the report of the case 
does not show that the return was verified by oath, and 
it is understood that it was not. 


‘These decisions were all made on the ground that the 
State court, judge, or officer is utterly without jurisdic- 
tion to release thesoldier on habeas corpus when it ap- 
pears prima facie that he is held to service in the Army 
by an officer acting under the authority of the United 
States and claiming to hold him as an enlisted soldier; 
and that the inquiry whether he is an enlisted soldier, 
or whether he could be lawfully enlisted, is one of which 
the State tribunal from that moment ceases to have juris- 
diction. In the case of Casey not only did this appear 
from the return made by General Neill, but it also ap- 
peared from the petition presented to Judge McCunn for 
the allowance of the writ. The petition alleged that 
Casey was “ restrained of his liberty at Fort Columbus, 
a military depot, in the port of New York,” and that the 
cause of his restraint was that he “enlisted in the United 
States Army at the city of New York, on or about the 23d 
day of December, 1870,” and prayed for a writ to be is- 
sued “directed to the officer in command of said Fort 
Columbus in said port of New York.” The only allega- 
tion in the petition as to any illegality or irregularity in 
his enlistment was that he enlisted while a minor under 
the age of twenty-one years, without the knowledge or 
consent of his parents, who were both living, The 
petition itself, therefore, showed on its face that Casey 
was held to service in the Army by an officer acting 
under the authority of the United States, and claim- 
ing to hold him as an enlisted soldier, and therefore 
showed that Judge McCunn had no jurisdiction to issue 
the writ. But if, under the statute of New York, it was 
imperative on the judge to issue the writ, his want of 
Jurisdiction in the case appeared clearly from the return. 

It was not necessary that the return should be verified 
by oath. Imust regard the decisions made in the cases 
I have referred to where the returns made by the mili- 
tary officers were none of them verified by oath, as au- 
thoritative that the oath was not necessary. The statute 
of New York (2 B.S, 566, sec. 32) provides that, except 





where the person making the return “shall be a sworn 
public officer, and shall make his return in an official 
capacity, it shall be vorified by his oath.” General Neill 
was a sworn public officer within the meaning of this 
provision, and he made his return in his official capacity. 
The writ issued] by Judge McCunn was addressed to 
“ the officer in command of Fort Columbus, a military 
depot in the port of New York, General Neill.” The 
return is headed “‘ Headquarters principal depot, General 
Recruiting Service, Fort Columbus, New York harbor.” 
And General Neill’s signature to the return is: “Thomas 
H. Neill, Lieutenant-Colonel Sixth U. 8S. Cavalry, and 


Brevet Brigadier-General U. S. Army, commanding de- | corpus 


pot.” The writ, based on the petition, treated him as an 
officer, and as an officer of the United States Army, and 
as a public officer, and as an officer in command of the 
military depot where Casey was restrained of his liberty, 
and as the officer who in his official capacity as such com- 
mandant was restraining Casey of his liberty, and it 
called upon him to make his return in such official ca- 
pacity, and he did so. He is an officer of the United 
States, and a public officer, appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, under 
article 2, section 2, subdivision 2, of the Constitution of 
the United States. He is also an executive officer of 
the United States, under the second article of such Con- 
stitution, and as such required by article 6, section 3, 
of such Constitution to take an oath or affirmation to 
support such Constitution. The form of such oath or 
affirmation is prescribed by section 1 of the act of June 
18, 1789 (1 U.S. Stat. at Large, 23),! and by section 4 
of the same act all officers thereafter to be appointed 
under the authority of the United States are required, 
before they act in their respective offices, to take the 
same oath of office. Furthermore, by the eighteenth 
section of the act of January 11, 1812 (2 U. 8S. Stat. at 
Large, 673), every officer is required to take and sub- 
scribe an oath or affirmation that he will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the United States, and that he 
will serve them honestly and faithfully against their 
enemies and opposers whomsoever, and that he will 
observe and obey the orders of the President of 
the United States, and the orders of the officers ap- 
pointed over him, according to the rules and ar- 
ticles of war. Being found acting as such public 
officer, and being treated as such by the writ issued to 
him, he must, in such collateral proceeding, be regarded 
as having taken the required oaths and become a sworn 
public officer. In either event, therefore, whether Gen- 
eral Neill was or was not required to make a return to 
the writ, he was not required to make a sworn return. 
If there was no jurisdiction to issue the writ no return 
at all was necessary. If a return was required, he was 
by the statute exempted, as a sworn public officer, from 
verifying it by oath. 

Nor was he bound to produce the body of Casey. It 
was held by the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Ableman vy. Booth (21 Howard, 506, 523) that 
where a State court or judge is without jurisdiction to 
release, on habeas corpus, in a given case, a person held 
in custody under the authority of the United States, it 
is the duty of the officer who so holds such person in 
custody not to take such person, or suffer him to be 
taken, before the State court or judge on the habeas 
corpus, and also his duty, if the State court or judge 
attempts to control him in any respect in his custody of 
such ; person, to resist such attempt by force. That case 
is also an authority to the point that there was no power 
in the State judge to issue the writ of habeas in 
the case of Casey, on the facts set forth in the petition 
for the writ. 

As the State judge had no jurisdiction to proceed in 
the case of Casey, certainly, after the return made by 
General Neill, and no jurisdiction to require the body of 
Casey to be produced, or to require any other or further 
return to the writ, he was without jurisdiction to issue 
the warrant of attachment against General Neill, which 
states on its face that it is issued solely because General 
Neill did not produce the body of Casey, and did not 
make any other return to the writ of habeas corpus than 
the return which he is shown to have made. 

The next question is whether this court has power on 
the writ of habeas corpus issued to the sheriff to release 
General Neill from the custody in which he is so held 
under the warrant of attachment thus issued without 
jurisdiction. The seventh section of the act of March 2, 
1833, (4 U. 8. Stat. at Large, 634,) provides that “either 
of the justices of the Supreme court or a judge of any 
District Court of the United States, in addition to the 
authority already conferred by law, shall have power to 
grant writs of habeas corpus in all cases of a prisoner or 
prisoners in jail or confinement, where he or they shall 
be committed or confined on or by any authority of law, 
for any act done or omitted to be done in pursuance of a 
law of the United States, or any order, process, or decree 
of any judge or court thereof, anything in any act of 
Congress to the contrary notwithstanding ; and if any 
person or persons to whom such writs of corpus 
may be directed shall refuse to obey the same, or shall 
neglect or refuse to make return, or shall make a false 
return thereto, in addition to the remedies already given 
by law, he or they shall be deemed and taken to be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall, on conviction before any 
court of competent jurisdiction, be punished by fine not 
exceeding $1,000 and by imprisonment not exceeding six 
months, or by either, according to the nature and aggra- 
vation of the case.” ‘The first section of the act of Feb- 
ruary 5, 1867, (14 U. S. Stat. at Large, 385), provides 
that “the several courts of the United States, and the 
several justices and judges of such courts, within their 
respective jurisdictions, in addition to the authority al- 
ready conferred by law, shall have power to grant writs 


of habeas corpus in all cases where any person pale Pp 


restrained of his or her liberty in violation of the 
stitution, or of any treaty or law of the United States.” 
The section then goes on to provide as to the application 
for the writ, its award, its form, the return to it, the join- 
ing of issue, the hearing, the penalties for not obeying 
it, and appeals from the final decision upon it, and con- 
cludes as follows: “And, pending P or 
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proceeding against such person so alleged to be restieined 
of his or her liberty in any State court, or by or under 
the authority of any State, for any matter or thing so 
heard and determined, or in process of being heard and 
determined, under and by virtue of such writ of habeas 
corpus, shall be deemed null and void.” 

By the terms of the warrant of attachment General 
Neill is in custody for not producing the body of Casey 
before the State judge, and for not making any other re- 
turn than the one he made to the State writ of habeas 
. Whether the retaining of the body of Casey and 
the making no different return to the writ be 
as acts done by General Neill, or as omissions by him to 
do acts, he acted, in retaining the body of Casey, and in 
refusing to produce him before the State judge, and in 
denying the jurisdiction of the State judge, and in not 
making any other return than the one he did make, in 
pursuance of his duty as an officer of the Army of the 
United States, who, under the laws of the United States, 
was charged with the custody of Casey as an 
soldier of the Army, and was bound to maintain such 
custody as agaiust the unlawful interference of a State 
judge. He acted, therefore, “in pursuance of a law of 
the United States,” within the meaning of the 7th section 
of the act of 1833; and he is restrained of his liberty in 
violation of a law of the United States, within the mean- 
ing of the 1st section of the act of 1867. This court is 
therefore bound to discharge him from the custody in 
which he is held by virtue of the warrant of attachment. 
The same conclusion I have arrived at was reached by 
the District Judge of the United States for the District 
of Kentucky, in the case of in re Farrand (1 Abbott's U. 
8. Rep., 140) in December, 1867. In that case a State 
court issued a writ of habeas corpus to an officer of the 
Army of the United States to produce one Johnson. The 
officer made a return stating that the man was a dul 
enlisted soldier in the Army of the United States, and 
annexing copies of his enlistment papers, in substance 
the same as in the case of Casey, and denying the juris- 
diction of the court, and declining to obey the writ. The 
State court, nevertheless, proceeded, and made an order 
directing that the soldier be discharged. The officer re- 
fused to obey such order, and continued to hold the 
soldier by virtue of his enlistment. The State court 
then proceeded against the officer by process of contempt, 
and he was taken into custody under such process, and 
while in confinement a writ of corpus was issued 
by the District Judge of the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Kentucky, on his application to the State mar- 
shal, who had him in custody under such process. The 
district judge, on these facts, discharged the officer from 
the custody of the State marshal, holding that the 
ceedings in the State tribunal were without jurisdiction, 
and that the Federal judge had power to discharge the 
officer from the State custody. A similar power of dis- 
charge was exercised by the Federal court in the cases 
of ex parte Robinson (6 McLean, 355) ; ex parte Jenkins 

2 Wallace, Jr., 521); and ex parte Sifford (5 Am. Law 
g., 659). The relater is discharged. 

Noah Davies, District Attorney, and Asa B. Gardner, 
for the United States; and the relator Aaron J. Vander- 
poel, for State sheriff. 








REFORMED PRUSSIAN TACTICS. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Chesney, of the British ser- 
vice, lately delivered a lecture on “ Reformed i 
Tactics.” He commenced by impressing upon the au- 
dience the necessity for officers to study everything con- 
nected with their profession. The time had arrived for 
them to understand how the Prussians improved their 
tactics, and the extraordinary success that had attended 
their arms during the present campaign. The Prussian 
officers pay great attention to their duties. Drill and 
tactics differed from one another. At Vienna visitors 
are often told how Napoleon undertook to drill a bat- 
talion, and succeeded in throwing it into disorder, yet 
Napoleon was a good tactician. Von Verdi, a rising offi- 
cer on the Prussian staff, and of whom little has been 
known in this country, points out that a general in com- 
mand of a division, although successful in an engage- 
ment, may do wrong by repeating his tactics in the next 
engagement; so that what may be correct in one case 
may be wrong in another. The nature of the conditions 
must be always considered. On the other hand certain 
general principles apply on all occasions. The lecturer 
had been often asked if he could teach strategy, and re- 
plied that he could only teach history. They all knew 
that the old Prussian drill of Frederick was of a peculiar 
nature—marching the men long distances in columns of 
companies, so that they could wheel into line immedi- 
ately. Had the soldiers of Frederick the Great not been 
constantly drilled they could not have marched as they 
did. It took the British army at that time about two 
or three hours to dress; so that a general could not very 
well get his men on e within less. 

Colonel Chesney next explained the difference be- - 
tween the systems of tactics practised by the French 
and Prussians armies in the time of the old French 
Revolution, and how the Prussian system colla; In 











1806 Marshal Lannes suddenly defeated the Prussians 
at Saarsfeld,and the Prussian — was killed. In 
1813 the Prussians faced the French so completely in 
their (French) own mode of warfare as to astonish 

having in the meantime learned the French system, 
War ceased for a time down to the Crimean and Italian 
wars, and there was no os of tactics. The lecturer 
now explained the tacties of Napoleon III. at Solferino, 
and said that when the ian army was called out 
in 1859 he went among them and heard several com- 

laints of their system ; great discontent i 

ing to their slowness they did not their destina- 
tion in time. They all heard of ee gger ey xs a 
let written by Prince Frederick Charles, who laid down. 
certain principles on whichthe French worked. In this 
well-known my ors he pointed out how they could 





beat the French: he is now probably the most popular 
man inthe army. The Iald aside the measures 
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ing by rule the exact distances between skirmishers and 
supports, etc. The right thing is tolay down certain 
principles first, and then leave the rest to the intelligence 
of the officers. A Prussian captain commands 250 men, is 
a mounted officer, and qualified to command a battalion. 
With a new organization and a new weapon, as well as 
mew tactics, they entered upon the war of 1866. As 
early as 1830 the inventor of the needle-gun brought it to 
Berlin. It was regarded as too dangerous foruse. Not 
until 1849 was it taken into use, and used against the 
Austrians in 1866. The defeats of the Prussians at 
nsalza and Trautenau were next clearly explained, 
and that Austrian strategy was inferior to that of the 
Prussians. The action at Kissingen was also explained. 
The place was defended by a birgade of Bavarians ; they 
hada well-built town and good hotels to hold, anda 
stone bridge over the river barricaded. The Prussians 
commenced tw skirmish, and planted their guns before 
the bridge. About a mile below the town there was a 
smal) bridge. Some of the Prussian pioneers broke the 
boards of a house, and passed over the river. As each 
company had crossed, it took ground to right and suffer- 
ed severely. Men fell when 1,100 yards from the enemy. 
Their excellent light formation enabled them to occupy the 
ground rapidly. ‘Ihe town was soon afterwards evacuat- 
ed. The failure at Trautenau first mentioned was the sub- 
ject of a treatise by Van Verdi. A few months after 
the war of 1866 it was believed that the Prussian mil- 
itary system was perfect ; but the “ Tactical Retrospect ” 
by, it had been mistakenly said, Prince Frederick 
Giclee) dispelled such delusions in Prussia. The infantry 
to which the writer belonged fought through the war, 
he said, by chance; the troops fought on their own ac- 
count, without orders, as soon as they went int» action. 
In the general principles laid down the cavalry should 
help the infantry; but they were stuck behind and 
could not advance. Artillery is effective only when in 
combination with other arms, to pour a concentrated 
fire on the enemy’s line and weakenit. The duties of 
engineers are well known, but they had been always 
forgotten in field manceuvres in time of peace, and when 
wanted at theseat of warin Bohemia it was often not 
known that they were there. (Laughter.) The Prussian 
artillery especially were not what they ought to be, ac- 
i to this bold critic. The lecturer next showed, 
by means ofa diagram, the distances of the Prussian 
skirmishers from the supports, the latter from the main 
body, and quoted several principles from another pam- 
t by the same writer. 
Troops should not, said the unknown critic, advance 
in column or in line against the enemy. Another 
phlet appeared in April, entitled “ A Reply to the 
Ractical Retrospect,” and quotations from it give abun- 
dant proof that the Prussians are learning and improv- 
ing as the war progresses. At Woerth they attacked in 
heavy columns after an artillery fire. At Forbach on 
the same day they went in columns of companies because 
the ground was very steep, but here there were large 
supports to feed the attack. Follow them closely in Brit 
tany and you will find that most of the tactics were per- 
formed by companies independently. Colonel Chesney 
now gave a lucid outline of the manoeuvres and fighting 
on October 30 round the villages of Le Bourget and 
Drancy, and of the repulse of Garibaldi by a detachment 
under General Werder at Dijon. The success that has 
attended the Prussians is due to the great attention and 
continual study of their officers. Belgium, owing to 
political reasons, although but a small country, put a 
respectable force into the field a short time ago because 
certain military writers had brought attention to the or- 
ganization of the army. It is not to be expected that we 
shall soon see the time when wars will cease, or that 
people will leave off quarrelling and stealing. A nation 
which is great in peace should also be a wise and under- 
standing people in timeofwar. The lecturer concluded 
amid great applause. 








ACCORDING to the Globe, there is some idea of forming 
mitrailleur camel batteries in India. The gun is to be 
mounted on and fired from the camel’s back, the latter 
kneeling down at the word “action.” It was et one 
time proposed to fire mountain guns off the backs of 
mules that carried them. [t was urged that this would 
obviate the necessity of dismounting the gun from the 
mule’s back and mounting it on its carriage; a moun- 
tain battery could thus come into action in far less time. 
This proposal was warmly taken up by the committee, 
who forthwith proceeded to test its feasibility. A mule 
or donkey was procured and a small gun strapped firmly 
to a cradle resting on the packsaddle so that the muzzle 
of the weapon pointed over the donkey’s tail. The ani- 
mal, so the story goes, was then led into the marshes 
at Woolwich, accompanied by the committee and several 
“big ~ 4 who were attracted by such a novel experi- 
ment. arrival at the butt the gun was loaded, the 
donkey turned with his tail toward the earthen mound, 
and the usual preparations were made for firing by 
means of a lanyard and friction tube. Hereupon, how- 
ever, one of the committee remarked that this mode of 
firing might possibly derange the aim by the jerk on 

alling the lanyard. A discussion followed, and it was 
Enally arranged to fire the gun by a piece of slow-match 
tied to the vent. This was accordingly done, and the 
match duly ignited? Hitherto the donkey had taken 
rather a sleepy interest in the proceedings, but somehow 
the fizzing of the match on his back caused him first to 
ick up his ears, then to lay them back, and finally to 
to turn round. The committee were thunder- 
struck, and “ skedaddled” in all directions; the secre- 
tery threw himeelf flat on his face; there was a moment 


os suspense, then—bang—the shot went 
etting away in one direction, while the wretched 
donkey turned a complete somersault in the other. 








JU7 is stated that when their last order shall have been 

noua, veiek seit bo. gene. Ene. n Auth the Rus- 
possession Gatlings; whereas, 

wadwen the British Government has only 


WARS BETWEEN FRANCE AND PRUSSIA. 
MISCELLANEOUS RECOLLECTIONS BY A FORMER PRUS- 
SIAN OFFICER. 

No. L 

A GREAT deal is said nowadays about former pas- 
sages of war between the present belligerents, and the 
facts are sometimes related a little more to suit the sym- 
pathies of the writer or the public than to follow strict his- 
torical truth. The sympathies of the press in this country 
being as a general thing on the side of the French, the 
attempt may be permitted to show that even in previous 
times not all the honors have been on the French side. 

At the time of the Spanish succession war, when 

“ John, Duke of Marlborough 

Beat the French through and through,” 
the Prussians made their first appearance under that 
name as auxiliaries of the Emperor of Germany. They 
enjoyed a good reputation under the command of Leo- 
pold of Dessau—the “old Dessauer”—the inventor of 
the iron ramrod, and their fighting qualities were 
highly appreciated by Prince Eugene at Turin, 
Hochstatt, and Malplaquet. They fought there from 
twelve to twenty thousand, verily for the Prussian 
crown, the Emperor having made a vigorous assistance 
of Prussia in the war, then sure to come a consideration 
for his recognizing the kingship of Frederic I. The 
French, though tolerably successful in their politics, 
got the worst of the war; but nevertheless they had 
generals of marked ability to oppose Marlborough and 
Eugene. 

The first time when the French fell in with a king of 
Prussia in person they met with a heavy defeat at Ros- 
bach, in 1757. It is striking to see how this disaster 
resulted, mostly from their underrating and despising 
the enemy. They called the King—who certainly had 
given very striking proofs of his ability before—the 
Marquis of Brandenburg, whom they did the honor of 
making some kind of war with, and got beaten 60,000 
strong by Frederick, with about one fourth their num- 
ber. 

When Prussia, allied to Austria, invaded France in 
1792, the Prussian army was commanded by the Duke 
of Brunswick, who was what we would call an old 
fogy, totally incapable of understanding the revolu- 
tionary fire of the Frenchmen. It was more by his 
want of determination that he failed than by the bravery 
and discipline of the French “levée en masse.” 

The French successes were rather doubtful at first. 
Generals unsuccessful in consequence of want of disci- 
pline of their men used to be sent to the guillotine, no 
such long formalities as a court-martial being needed. 
Dumouriez escaped this fate by deserting. Ulti- 
mately the generals mustered up courage to put on the 
screws on their part, and transformed the French con- 
scripts into real soldiers. Prussia in 1795 retired 
from the contest without much military or political 
honor, but without any signal defeat. 

It was left to Napoleon to overthrow the Prussia of 
Frederic the Great in 1806. Military vanity was ob- 
viously on this occasion again the cause of defeat. Brave 
confidence and vanity are so different and yet hardly dis- 
cernible beforehand, even to a sagacious and experienced 
observer. Napoleon is said to have remarked in Pots- 
dam, when he took the sword of Frederic the Great from 
his coffin, “if he were alive I would not be here.” The 
great soldier’s opinion could not have been that Fred- 
eric’s genius would have been able with his old system 
to resist Napoleon, but he meant that Frederic would not 
have closed his eyes against such a revolution in the 
means of warfare as had been brought about by the 
revolution and organized by Carnot and Napoieon. 

That was, however, exactly what the Prussians had 
done—gone to sleep on Frederic’s laurels. The punish- 
ment was fearful. The Prussian soldiers fought bravely, 
but their tactics and generalship came to grief in a mis- 
erable manner; and the shameful capitulations of fort- 
reases brought about by the misplaced respect the king 
had entertained toward the old superannuated generals 
who had served their apprenticeships in the seven years’ 
war, laid Prussia entirely prostrate at Napoleon’s feet. 
The difference of actual power, too, had been very great. 
Prussia had something above five millions inhabitants ; 
Napoleon jn 1806 was actual master of France, Italy, 
Belgium, Holland and South Germany; his starting 
point for the campaign of 1806 was Bamberg on the 
Main, in the very centre of Germany, and Magdeburg 
was the only fortress between the battlefield of Jena and 
Berlin. This is not mentioned to depreciate Napoleon’s 
brilliant campaign or to excuse the Prussians; but it 
shows the foolishness of the present French writers 
who expected that 1806 could be repeated in 1870 with- 
out taking into aceount the altogether changed military 
position and the very much altered proportion of power 
of the two countries, even if South Germany had re- 
mained neutral. The year 1807, the second campaign, 





though unsuccessful, was at least less dishonorable. The 
gallantry of the small remnants of the army fighting 
with Russia the bloody battles of Friedland and Eylau, 
the braye defence of Colberg and Dantzig, partially re- 
stored the honor of the army, but everything else was 
lost. 


Never, since conquered nations used to be sold into 
slavery, has a nation had to submit to such treatment as 
Prussia received from the hands of Napoleon. Though 
the humiliating treaty of Tilsit had stipulated enormous 
payments, peace did not stop the extortions of 
Napoleon. War contributions continued to be im- 
posed; fortresses which according to treaty ought to 
have been restored were kept by France under the 
most frivolous pretences, always adding insult to injury. 
It is, however, interesting to compare the demeanor of 
Prussia under this affliction with the behavior of France 
in her present predicament, which is not in any way so 
bad as that of Prussia in 1807. Quiet resignation and 
silent but very serious measures to correct past errors, nu 
big talking, no catching at straws, was the order of the 
day. Not only the military system of the present day 
in its main f-atures was introduced, but political changes 
of much greater importance were inaugurated. What 
very few nations have accomplished without a revolution, 
the transformation of the feudal peasant into a free 
owner of the soil, was established by legislation and al- 
most in perfect silence. The military reorganization 
proceeeded under the supervision of General Scharnhorst. 
The actions of all officers of the old army, who had sur- 
rendered under any circumstances, were subjected to a 
rigid investigation; but even in these fearful straits not 
one was discharged whose record was blameless, but 


they were kept on half pay until it was possible to reas- 
sign them. The military establishment was kept accord- 
ing to treaty, but the desire to render it expansive origi- 
nated the present system of putting as many men “as 
possible through a soldier’s training. Napoleon’s judg- 
ment did not by any means fail to perceive what was go- 
ing on in Prussia, and her preparing and disciplining the 
very best resources of the nation made him hate her the 
more. Proof of his understanding was the prosecution 
of Minister von Stein, the leading spirit of the King’s 
government. In 1810 Queen Louisa of Prussia, one of 
the purest and noblest women who ever graced a throne,, 
died, and the general feeling that she had died of a bre- 
ken heart increased the hatred against Napoleon, whose: 
insolent and unchivalrous behavior toward this lady is a 
notorious fact, unforgotten in Prussia to the present day. 
Napoleon met his fate in Russia. That Prussia im- 
mediately turned against him was a matter of course. 
The events of 1813 prove that even then it was a 
hard task to make head against him, and the greatest 
sacrifices hardly sufficed to secure success. 
The exertions of Prussia were enormous. Money, 
arms, everything was wanting. England gave credit 
for the sake of the common cause, with very little hope 
of ever getting repaid. On the 10th of March, 1813, 
the anniversary ef the birthday of his lost Queen, Freder- 
ick William IIL. inaugurated the orderof the Iron Cross, 
so often mentioned, just now again. The iron was chosen as 
a symbol of hard times, and in allusion tothe fact that no- 
thing but the sword could re-establish the national in- 
dependence. “With God for the King and our country ” 
reads the device of the order. It was granted in recog- 
nition of gallantry in the field only ; the cross given for 
meritorious services not at the front is attached to a 
white ribbon instead of a black and white one, distinctly 
different in appearance. The order was confined to 
Prussian nationality. Presentations for the cross may 
be made by any officer upon well-supported testimony 
and pass through the military channel to the King. 
That any other influence but the military recommenda- 
tion of an eye-witness should be able to procure the 
cross would simply be considered as absurd, and no 
politics, money, or birth have anything to do with it; 
and that these principles have been strictly adhered to 
has made the order a very munch coveted distinction 
among the Prussians. Sometimes a cross is given to 4 
battalion or company which has distinguished itself as a 
body, and then the cross is disposed of by election, the 
officers in this case being excluded. Sometimes a bat- 
talion receives the cross to be attached at the top of the 
colors. e may just as well remark here that the 
colors are kept in great veneration. They are always 
given by the sovereign with his own hand. The eldest 
colors of the Prussian army are those of the First regi« 
ment of Infantry and date from 1640, when the elector 
Frederic William, whom they call the great elects - 
organized this regiment in East Prussia. : 
They are older than the Prussian kingship, and avy . the 
same to this day. A tattalion losing its colors ¥ goyld 
get no new one until it has taken a color fre m the 
enemy. The Second Cuirassiers carry the same s# andard 
they carried in the battle of Hohenfriedberg, wb on they 
were called “Bayreuth D ms.” <A gre it man 
colors having fallen into the hands of the enema’ ; in 1806, 
of course those of all regiments reorganized after that 
campaign date from that time. The twelr/ infantry 
regiments which formed the army from 1807 to 1813 
are distinguished since 1866 as “Grenadiurs ” by some 
embroidery on their uniform. We just mention these 





little items to show the means employed there to nurse 
and preserve the sense of military honor. 

Napoleon’s army in 1813 was comparatively a young 
one, such a great number of his old soldiers having 
perished in Russia. But the immense number of his 
reserves, depots, and garrisons, and his great talent of 
organization, made him reappear on the Elbe in 1813 
with an army more than a match to Russia and Prussia, 





increased taough the latter army was by Gen ~ 
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HUNTING ANTELOPES WITH A STEAMBOAT. 


THE following extraordinary narrative is taken from 
a recent number of the Sioux City Journal: 

One of the most laughable as well as one of the most 
exciting hunts that ever vccurred on the Missouri river 
was witnessed by those on board tne steamer Peninah, 
on her last trip up the river, while on her way to Fort 
Rice, Dakota Territory, loaded with United States 
troops. When within sixty miles of Fort Rice a herd of 
antelope was discovered quietly feeding on the bank of 
the river and within one hundred yards of the boat 
as she rounded a bend. Captain Brady was the first 
to discover them from his position in the pilot house, 
and called for Mr. Hampton, clerk of the boat, to 
take a shot. He started forward, carbine in hand, to 
take a shot, as did three orfour soldiers who were on 
deck at the time, and ali fired together. 

The remainder of the men, being down below and not 
aware of what was going on, were startled when the 
shots were fired. In an instant all was confusion on 
board. Some in their alarm believed it to be an Indian 
attack, thinking, doubtless, that Spotted Tail and com- 
pany, were taking that means of showing their apprecia- 
tion of the honors which were so lavishly bestowed upon 
them on the occasion of their recent visit to Washington. 
Others imagined the boat to be sinking, and were making 
frantic appeals to the pilot to have soundings made, so 
that they could calculate their chances for a wade. But 
neither of the surmises were correct, for the innocent 
cause of all the excitement, as soon as the first shots 
were fired, started on a run toward the boat, asin the 
opposite direction the bluffs at this point were so high 
they could not climb them 

Now ensued a scene that bafflesdescription. All hands 
were armed, and popping away. “Here they come !” 
“There they go!” “ Whoop, hurrah!” and confusion 
reigned supreme. Away went the antelopes, taking a 
backward direction along the beach. Back went the 
boat. Bang, bang! went the muskets. Ding, ding, 
went the engine’s bell, calling on the engineer to back 
with all speed, so as tokeep within musket shot. ‘“ Hur- 
rah! there goes one,” is the shout, and the cook of the 
boat, who up to this time had preserved his wonted 
dignified equilibrium, suddently upset a pitcher of hot 
water on @ lame dog, who, unaware of the battle with- 
out, was slyly appropriating a piece of buffalo steak to 
his heirs and assigns forever. It is needless to say _that 
he lost his appetite by the warm application administer- 
ed him. 

The antelopes commence falling ! ; 

“Man the yawl,” shouts the captain, “and pick up 
the dead.” Away goes the yawl; away go the remaining 
antelopes, and on comes the steamer, puffing and blowing 
as ifit were fully conscious of the intense excitement 
pervading all hands on board. ; 

No more antelopes were now seen, and preparations 
were made to go ahead, when the chambermaid (a newly 
enfranchised citizeness), who had taken up her position 
on the top of the laundry to watch events, suddenly dis- 
covered “one more unfortunate,” and the last of his 
herd, making a bold effort for life by swimming the river. 

“Yer! Yer! Come yer, ye sogers!” is heard, and with 
majestic wave of the hand and extended eye-balls she 
directs attention to the game. “Thur he goes!” In an 
instant a score of rifles crack, and the poor antelope sinks 
to rise no more. 

In the meantime the yawl has not been idle, and sev- 
eral are the reward of their labors. The yawl returns 
to the boat and the hunt is ended, all congratulating 
themselves upon its successful termination. 

The most singular part of the fun lies in the fact that 
there were but seven antelopes killed, and as each man 
and the chambermaid claim to have killed from three 
to four each mathematics were of no use in deciding 
the figures. 

With a whistle of victory the boat is headed up 
stream, and here ended the greatest of all modern 
achievements—hunting antelopes with a steamboat. 








THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Firty-Firta InFANTRY.—Two popular companies, having 
still more popular commandants, attached to this regiment 
gave conjointly a ball at the Germania Assembly Rooms, on 
the eventful and stormy evening of Thursday week. These 
companies, F and'G, commanded respectively by Captains 
Boehrer and Newmaster, despite the storm, «assembled, 
with their numerous friends, male and female, within the 
warm precincts of the favorite. Germania, and, amid the ex- 
citement of the dance, soon forgot the troubles of the ele- 
ments, through which they had passed’a few hours previous. 
The companies have friends who, like the majority of plea- 
eure-seekers, seldom allow the weather to interfere. The 
ball was largely attended, and, as at former gatherings, of a 
most enjoyable character from Alpha to Omega. The music 
by the regimental band, under Professor Wannemacher, was 
excellent and enlivening. The ball opened with an original 
march, composed by the orchestra leader, and dedicated to 
the companies. During the playing of the march the com- 
panies, under the command of Captain Boehrer, formed in 
the centre of the ball-room, immediately after which, Colo- 
nel Allen, on behalf of the members of Company F, Captain 
Boehrer’s command, presented their friend, Captain New- 
master, with a handsomely designed gold medal, as a token 
of mutual friendship. The recipient was entirely unprepared 
for this unexpected gift, he therefore, in the confusion inci- 
dent to such occasions, failed to respond with his wonted 
eloquence, but in a few words thanked the members for 
their handsome gift. This little and pleasing incident over, 
dancing commenced; and cockcrow greeted the last’ gallop. 
The following were among the military gentlemen present 
atthe ball: Colonel Allen and Major , Fuller, ofthe Fifty- 
Rfth ; Major Wisser, of the Third Cayalry; Osptain Steits, 





Lieutenants Knecht, Gebhard, Sergeants Stadler, Alting, 
and others, of the Fifty-fifth, also Sergeant Wilson of the 
Ninth. The grand regimental ball will occur at Irving Hall, 
on the 13th of March. : 


Various Irzems.—The invitation ball of Company F, 
Sixth Infantry, Captain Blum,on the 27th ult., at the New 
York Casino, was a pleasant gathering, and well attended. 
saeabé ‘* Militia *? is informed that the custom of presenting 
arms to a company commandant at company formation is ob- 
solete. The book you desire can, we think, be procured of 
D. Van Nostrand & Co., 23 Murray street,- New York. 
Hereafter, in writing to us, please sign your name......In an- 
swer to our correspondent ‘‘ N. G.’’ we would state that it 
is the captain’s privilege, according to the military code, to 
appoint from the sergeants a first sergeant, but by ordering 
an election for first sergeant we consider he waives his right 
to the appointment ; therefore, a corporal having been elect- 
ed first sergeant to fill the vacancy, we see no necessity for 
the action of the company commander in the matter......We 
would state, in answer to “J.H.S., Twenty-fifth Infan- 
try,’’ that at battalion parades it is merely a matter of taste 
on the part’ of the commandant relative to fixed or unfixed 
bayonets, but at parades of ceremony regiments generally 
parade with bayonets fixed. First sergeants, we think, 
when reporting to the adjutant, should parade with bayonets 
unfixed. Still, this is also a matter of taste, for whioh there 
is no governing authority......The first of a series of concerts 
to be given by the Seventh regiment band took place on Sat- 
urday evening last at the regmental armory. The stormy 
weather prevented a large attendance, still the music was 
excellent, the selections choice, and the audience apprecia- 
tive......The ‘*Yard’’ imprisonment case comes up before 
Judge Barnard at the Supreme Court Chambers on Monday 
next at noon, a stay of proceedings having been granted last 
week. Judging from pasi decisions of National Guard cases 
tried in this court, this case almost looks hopeless as far as 
the State isconcerned. We trust, if defeated, the State will 
not allow this matter to drop, for the good discipline and 
safety of the present National Guard system depends upon 
it. Ifthe State pass certain laws for the government of its 
State forces it is but right that it should protect its 
officers in carrying the laws into execution. Unless this 
is done we had better abolish the entire system...... 
The third annual coterie of the drum corps, Twelfth regi- 
ment, N. G., S. N: Y., took place on Wednesday evening 
last, at the regimental armory. This was the last hop be- 
fore removal to the new regimental armory st the Everett 
Rooms, and the drummers were evidently resolved to make 
it a worthy and crowning ball. The drum-majors of the 
Ninety-sixth, Seventy-first, and Fourth regiments were pre- 
sent. The elegant toilets of the ladies, the varied and taste- 
ful uniforms, and gorgeous decoration of the hall, made the 
scene a brilliant one......Leave of absence for three months 
has beer granted by the Commander-in-Chief to Brigadier- 
General Louis Burger, commanding the Second brigade, and 
Colonel Frederick A. Conkling has assumed command......A 
pleasant affair occurred at the meeting of Company A, Seventh 
regiment, on Monday last. The members of the company had 
subscribed to a fund for the purpose of presenting Private E. J. 
Hyde a veteran badge. the occasion being the completion of 
his twenty-fifth year of active service inthe regiment. The 
badge is of the usual design, excepting that the “ V ” in the 
pin is set with diamonds, and suspended from the pin isa 
scroll bearing the following: ‘“1846—January 6, 1871. Pre- 
sented to E. J. Hyde by Company A, Seventh regiment, N. 
G., S. N. Y., as a slight token of esteem, for twenty-five 
years’ faithful service in the regiment.” Captain Allison 
made the presentation on behalf of the company, and in 
doing so he called attention to the record of Private Hyde, 
which showed only four parades missed during the twenty- 
five years. Mr. Hyde, in response (although totally unpre- 
pared for the affair), expressed his pleasure, and trusted he 
should be able to stand by the company for twenty-five 
years longer. 


Ninta Inrantry.—The non-commissioned officers of the 
several companies, and the non-commissioned Staff, of this 
command assembled in fatigue uniform at the armory, for 
drill and instruction by the Adjutant, on Monday evening 
last, and will again assemble on February 6. Drills by divi- 
sion of this regiment will be held at the Regimental armory 
as follows, viz. : Companies B'and C, February 13, 27, March 
18, 27. April 10, 24; Companies F and G, February 14, 28, 
March 14, 28, April 11, 25; Companies I and K, February 
8, March 8, 22, 29, April 12, 26; Companies A and P, Febru- 
ary 9, 23, March 9, 23, April 13, 27; Companies E and H, 
February 10, 24, March 10, 24, April 14, 28. These drills 
will be under the alternate command of the Lieutenant-Col- 
onel and Major, and will commence promptly at 8 o’clock 
p.m. A fine of six dollars will be imposed upon every mem- 
ber absent fromthe above drills without the approval of the 
regimental comiaandant. The drum corps of this regiment 
will drill hereafter on Saturday instead’of Wednesday even- 
ing. The board of examination for non-commissioned officers, 
consisting of field officers, will meet on January 20, at 8 
o’clock P. M., at the Regimental armory. Non-commissioned 
officers failing to appear, when duly notified by the board, 
will be regarded as incompetent, and reduced accordingly. 
Edward C. Morse, second lieutenant, Company E, by order 
of the Commander-in-Chief, has vacated his position. For 
neglect of duty Corporal Edward Donnellon, Company D, has 





been reduced, The following expulsions how vet of lengs 








one company of the ;Ninth needs some active recruiting 
measures to overbalance this heavy weeding out: J. Sher- 
man Brownell, W. D. Torrens, J. Aiken, D. Manuel, Robert 
Mageer, J. Phelan, W. Young, J. Smith, J. Dean, B. Maas, 
T. Ryan, C. F. Davenport, J. Mandlebaum, Lanning F. 
Roake, Wm. H. Blatchford, George Mayhew, George Becker, 
Jos. 5S. Hart, and Ford C. Barksdale, all of Company E. 
These expulsions and reductions are approved and confirmed 
by Colonel Fisk. Section 3 of General Orders No. 14, Sep- 
tember 27, 1870, from these headquaaters is revoked. Oor- 
poral Henry P. Harst, Company A, is reinstated by request 
of Captain Henry Miller The drills of this regiment will here- 
after confurm in every respect to Upton’s Tactics. 

The annual ball of this regiment will take place at the 
Academy of Music on the 7thinst. Some sixty officers have 
been appointed as the committees for the evening, and the 
chairman of each, a circular states, ‘‘ is requested to see that 
every member of his committee understands perfectly his 
duties. With a proper disposition and perfect understand- 
ng between the members of committees the duties of each 
will be comparatively light. The success of the undertaking 
in a great measure depends on this.”” The list of committees 
comprises ‘‘management,”’ ‘‘reception,” ‘* floor,’ and 
‘‘house’’ committee. Therefore, ‘‘if too many cooks don’t 
spoil the broth,” there is every chance of the Nnith’s ball 
being well managed, at least if the number of committees 
has any thing to do with it. Officers and members are re- 
quested to appear in their tull dress uniforms; officers with 
their side arms ; members with white waist-belt. 

Forty-seventH Inrantry.—This regiment ts ordered to 
assemble at the armory for drill and instruction as follows: 
Right wing, Companies G, F, A, and B, February 6, in fa- 
tigue uniform; February 17, in dress uniform. Left wing, 
Companies D, E, I, and C, February 14, in fatigue uniform; 
February 23, in dress uniform. Roll call of companies at 8 
P. M., precisely. Commissioned officers are ordered to assem- 
ble at the armory, in citizen’s'dress, on February 13, at 8 P. 
M., for theoretical instruction in the school of the battalion. 
All incorrect returns of squad warrants on the part of a non- 
commissioned officer of this command will hereafter be con- 
sidered a sufficient ground for reduction to the ranks. Cap- 
tains of companies before returning warrants to regimertal 
headquarters are directed to carefully compare the same with 
the squad lists, which will be found prominently posted in 
each company room, as designated in previous orders. 

Tue CavaLry Reception —The!grand ball of the First 
and Third Cavalry, on the occasion of the opening of their 
new armory, took place on Wednesday evening last. The 
entertainment opened at 9 o’clock with a parade of the two 
regiments, in full uniform. Having formed the regiments in 
a hollow square, with sabres presented, Colonel Budke of the 
Third and Colonel Brinker of the First delivered short ad- 


dresses. 
A grand promenade, headed by the officers of the two 


regiments and several distinguished guests, with elegantly 
dressed ladies, introduced a waltz, opening the ball, which 
was kept up tilla late hour. The hall was decorated with 
tricolors, festooned from the central chandelier to the 
corners, the arms of the different States, gay banners with 
large pictures of Generals Washington, Sherman, and Sheri- 
dan, and the Goddeos of Liberty. A shield formed in gas 
jets, and the inscription ‘‘ Welcome to the First Cavalry,” 
were marked features of the decoration. Among the guests 
were Colouel Conklin of the EHighty-fourth, and General 
Dakin. The music by the bands of the First and Third 
combined, under the direction of Messrs. Muller and Zem, 
was all that could be desired. 

Tue Twentr-seconD VETERAN CorPs.—By the recent 
amendment of the constitution of this corps, in addition to 
those who have completed their legal term of service in the 
regiment, the following have been made eligible for member- 
ship, viz. : Those, who being regularly enrolled members of 
the Twenty-second, were mustered into the United States 


F service with it. Members of the Twenty-second who left it 
{during the war to enter the U. 8S. Army or Navy. Those 


who were promoted from the Twenty-second to higher posi~ 
tions in the National Guard, and have completed their term. 
of service therein. The Veteran Association, according to a 
circular sent us, now numbers 110 members, and is rapidly 
increasing. It has no uniform, nor are its members required 
to perform any duties, military or otherwise, or to pay any 
fines—the only expenses being an initiation fee of $5, and $2 
yearly dues. Besides an annual dinner there are two or 
three meetings during the year, the attendance at which is 
optional. As the object of the organization is to bring 
about a social reunion of old associates it is particularly 
desired that the earlier members of the regiment should iden- 
tify themselves with the corps, and from the success that has 
hitherto attended it, it is confidently expected that they will 
find these occasional meetings of their old comrades emi- 
nently epjoyable. The annual din2er will take place during 
February. William W. Remmey is colonel of the Veteran 
Corps, and Charles C. Camerden, secretary, whose address is 
23 Maiden Lane. 

Er:enta Inrantry.—The following drills are ordered in this 
command: February 2, left wing, Companies A, F, G, H, 
and I, at the State Arsenal: February 9, non-commissioned 
Officers, at the armory; February 20, officers and non-com- 
missioned officers, at the armory—all in fatigue uniform. 
Roll ¢.:!' at the » hove drills at 7:45 o’clock Pp. um. Company 
drilis will Lo ousted on the evenings of February 9 and 20, 
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Seventh avenue and Thirty-fifth street, February 22, the an- 
niversary of the birthday of Washington, in fall-dress uni- 
form and white gloves for dress parade. Roll call of compa- 
nies at 7:45 o’clock Pp. ms. Members will not be allowed in 
line except in full-dress uniform. The colors prepared by 
the municipal authorities for this regiment will be presented 
on this occasion by his Honor A. Oakey Hall, Mayor of this 
city. Members of the regiment can obtain tickets of ad- 
mission to the arsenal on the 22d from the commandants of 
companies. The following changes in this command are 
announced : Resigned—Captain T. G@. Gisburne, Company 
C, November 17, 1870; First Lieutenant M. Roche, Company 
D, December 6, 1870; Second Lieutenant Wm. Winters, 
Company C, November 28, 1870—all expiration of service. 
Becond Lieutenant F. 0. Johnson, Company I, for disobe- 
dience of orders in not appearing before the Examining Board 
to which he had been ordered, is by order of the Commander- 
in-Chief dismissed from service in the National Guard. 
According to smendments to the by-laws passed at the reg- 
ular annual meeting of the Board of Officers, held on the 
11th inst., the regular meetings of the Board of Officers will 
be held on the first Monday evening in each month, at which 
time the dues of officers and companies are payable, instead 
of quarterly, as heretofore. 


TweirrTa Inrantry.—Battalion drills are ordered in this 
command as follows: Companies C, E, G, H, and K, in 
chasseur uniform, with leggings, at the State Arsenal, corner 
Seventh avenue and Thirty-fifth street,’ February 8, and 
Companies A, B, D, F, and I, as above, February 10. As- 
sembly at 7:45 o’clock p. m. The field officers will report to 
the colonel ; non-commissioned staff and general guides to 
the adjutant at assembly. The drum-major will detail two 
drummers to report on each occasion. 


Twenty-£icatu Inranrry.—This command is ordered to 
assemble in fatigue uniform at their respective armories for 
drill and instruction as follows: Companies A and H, Feb: 
ruary 13 ; Companies B and G, February 2 and 16; Compa- 
nies I and C, February 6 and 27; Companies F and E, Feb- 
ruary 8 and 22; Companies K and D, February 7 and 28. 
Each of the foregoing drills will be under the command of 
the senior company officer present. Companies A, B, G, H, 
and I, are ordered to assemble in fatigue uniform for drill 
and instruction, at the State Arsenal, Portland avenue, 
February 10 and March 24, 1871, at 8 o’clock Pp. m., and 
Companies C, D, E, F, and K, for same purpose and at same 
place and hour, March 3 and April 7, 1871; also all officerr 
and four files of each company will assemble as above stated, 
April 14. A regimental court-martial for the trial of all 
delinquencies and deficiencies will convene at the Bushwick 
avenue armory, February 23, 1871, for Companies A, B, G, 
H, and I, and March 5, 1871, at the armory, Phenix Build- 
ing, for Companies C, D, E, F, and K. Detail for court- 
martial: Major F. W. Obernier. 

We are pleased to observe that Colonel Burger has at last 
started these driils, and we trust that neither his or the regi- 
mient’s friends will have another opportunity to criticise in 
this line at least. We would suggest to the adjutant of this 
and other regiments whom we might mention that military 
documents can be very explicit yet brief, as this order did 
not appear to be inthis instance. A circular issued from 
these headquarters states that at a'meeting, held by the Board 
of Officers of this regiment, November 14, 1870, to encourage 
recruiting, resolutions were passed : 

The officer, non issioned officer, musician, or private 
who shall have recruited the greatest number of men between 
the dates of October 28, 1870, and the date of the annual in- 

tion in 1871, will be presented with a gold medal, and 


the officer or enlisted man who shall have recruited the next 
greatest number will be presented with $25. 





TarrTeents InrAntry.—At the annual meeting of Com- 
pany F held on the 10th ult. the following persons were 
elected as officers and committees for the ensuing year: For 
President, Captain H. H. Beadle; for Recording Secretary, 
Private H. E. Stevens; for Financial Secretsry, Sergeant §. 
P. Noyes; for Treasurer, Private Charles E. Strong; for 
Court-martial, Lieutenant John W. Miles, Jr., President, 
Sergeant S. P. Noyes, Privates George E. Bailey, H. E. 
Stevens, and W. B. Walsh; for Finance Committee, J. 
Sebring Slater, F. A. Gay, and Thomas Cosgrove; for Re- 
cruiting Committee, W. Anketell, Wm. J. Henry, and John 
Wallace. 

The annual reception of the old ‘‘ City Guard’’ of Brook- 
lyn, Company G of this regiment, held atthe assembly rooms 
of the Academy of Music, on the evening of the 26th ult., 
was well attended, select, and skilfully managed. The social 
gatherings of this command are, perhaps, without exception 
the most recherche in character ever offered in the “City of 
Churches.” The company is commanded by Captain Bar— 
nett. 


Ruopz Istayp HospitaLity—Tue REcEPTION oF THE 
Provipencs Unirep Train or ARTILLERY.—Providence has 
again resumed its wonted quietude, and the grand reception 
and bail of the United Train of Artillery has become a thing 
of: the past, ever to be remembered as one of the most no- 
table affairs yet given by any military or civic organi- 
gation in the State of Rhode Island. On the night of the 
balleone of the fiercest snow storms known for years had 
set.in, but even this did not dim the brilliancy of the gath- 
ering or deier from attending the thousands of Rhode Is]- 
and’s fair daughters and brave sons who had purchased tick- 
ets at an almost unprecedented price. An unusually 


large number of New York military gentlemen had been 
politely invited to attend the ball, the greater portion of 
whom had expressed their determination to be present but 
the severe storm prevented, and even those who pluckily 
started arrived only in time to participate in the closing 
scenes of the happy occasion. The New York delegation 
consisted of Colonel Henry Rockafellar, Captain A. L. Web- 
ber, Captain C. N. Swift, Captain J. A. Baker, Lieutenant 
Charles De Bost, and Private John Simpson, all of the 
Seventy-first N. G. 8. N. Y.; Lieutenant Benjamin Gurney, 
Lieutenant Lewis Buckley, and Private John C. Martene, of 
the Old Guard; Sergeant A. L. McLean and A. A. Arment, 
Jr., of the Seventh ; and ex-Colonel Charles D. Jillson, late 
commandant of the United Train, but now a resident of New 
York. These gentlemen left New York by the 12:15 train 
expecting to reach their destination early in the evening or 
in sufficient time for the ball, but, as stated, the party did 
not reach Providence until about 3 a. m. to give ‘One 
more for the United Train.’” The New York “Railroad 
Trainers’’ were welcomed by the ‘‘ United Trainers” with 
a hospitality for which Rhode Island generally and Provi- 
dence particularly is proverbial, entering the ball in full 
uniform twenty minutes after arrival amid loud applause 
from the large assemblage of Providence’s best citizens. The 
New Yorkers had a long and tedious journey, but several 
lively-spirited members, among whom was the inimitable 
‘‘Ben’? Gurney of photographic celebrity, kept everything 
in good working order, not allowing the members: to in- 
dulge in nature’s calm repose. The delegation kept in 
constant telegraphic communication with the managers of 
the ball, and at every station jocose despatches were received 
and sent. Still, delay after delay occurred, until at last they 
despaired of reaching their destination even in season for the 
last dance. It was about this time, while within twenty-five 
miles of Providence, where another delay occurred, that one 
of the party telegraphed ‘‘ For Heaven’s sake stop the ball,”’ 
and receiving in reply, ‘‘The ball is stopped.’’ This in reality 
was a fact, the managers having announced the last despatch 
the dance was stopped, the vast assemblage resuming their 
seats, and the musicians being allowed to slumber in their 
chairs, only to be aroused later by the appearance of the New 
Yorkers, who were not long in entering fully into the spirit of 
the dance. The writer was one of those still more unfortunate 
in arriving, having taken a late train, with ex-Colonel 
Remmey and ex-Quartermaster Rogers, of the Twenty-second 
Infantry, in full expectation of being present at the close 
of the ball at least. The delays of the last party were un- 
precedented in the annals of the road, the train being over 
twenty hours going a distance which usually consumes less 
than seven. The JouRNAL’s representative therefore arrived 
a day after the fair, but still in time, like the others, to 
partake of the overwhelming hospitality of Colonel Allen, 
the whole-souled commander of the ‘‘ Trainers,’’ and a host 
of Providence’s most distinguished citizens, among whom 
were General John H. Hazzard, ex-Colonel Charles D. Jill- 
son, Paymaster B. F. Pabodie, Commissary H. E. Metcalf, 
Colonels Henry M. Lippitt, Albert C. Eddy, J. P Manton, 
Major A. H. White, L. H. Humphreys, Messrs. M. C. Stokes 
and A. B. Rich, and others, not forgetting Colonel Dennis, 
Paymaster Clark of the Light Infantry, Mr. Willard of the 
Press, and Dr. Kirby of the United Train—all of whom, with 
others whose names our space will not let us give, took an 
active part in extending courtesies to the military guests from 
New York. 

THE BALL. 
The ball took place at Harrington’s Opera House. Froma 
well-written account in the Providence Press we condense 
the subjoined description : 
It certainly was a scene of great spleador, viewed from 
whatever point. With the wealth and elegance of the deco- 
rations, the hundreds of additional lights, the flashing dia- 
monds and other ornaments worn by the fair attendants, 
together with their costly and in many instances superb 
costumes, the gorgeous uniforms and equipments of the 
United Train, First Light Infantry, Marine Artillery, and 
the numerous military visitors from abroad, the tout ensemble 
was as grand as we may anticipate looking upon in Provi- 
dence for years to come. In the balcony were hundreds of 
our prominent citizens gazing upon the brilliant scene be- 
neath them with apparently the greatest interest, while upon 
the raised seats on the lower floor were almost an equal 
number of delighted spectators. 

The music was of high order, and furnished by the Ameri- 
can band, conducted by Mr. D. W. Reeves; and Brown and 
Reeves’ orchestra, conducted by Mr. A. H. Brown. Both ot 
these were stationed in the gallery and played alternately, 
keeping up & constant flow of melody. 

THE DECORATIONS, 


On the stage were three standards of flags, eight in each 
standard. The right and left were surmounted by spread 
eagles, one holding the shield of the Seventh New York and 
the other the shield of the Seventy-first New York regiments. 
The Twenty-second New York shield surmounted the centre 
standard. There were also upon the stage two pieces of ar- 
tillery, surrounded by cannon and stacks of arms. At the 
lower end of the hall, in a large scroll, was painted ‘ Ala- 
ba-zam,’’ a favorite word with Quartermaster W. C. Rogers, 
of the Twenty-second New York, who is very popular with 
the military men of this city. On the outside of the hall was 
a canopy stretching from the top of the door to a level 
with the curbstone. inese lanterns were plentifally dis- 
played inthe interior, making it very attractive. The gas 
ornaments consisted of a prismatic crystal star in the centre 
baleony, with vari-colored lights, over and around which 
were ety . The starcontained 450 jets. There 
were also the 200 globes around the lower railing of the bal- 
cony; the feathered stars on either side of the stage with 
300 jets in each, and the small star in the entry with 120 
jets. A large of the company badge, over the 
proscenium, Maltese cross and star combined, rattle- 
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snake in centre, date of charter, 1775, and U. T. A. There 
were were 750 jets in this. Three large shields, one on either 
side of the hall, and the third at the Washington street end. 
The first of these had the figures 22 in the centre, for the 
Twenty-second New York regiment; the second had the 
figure 7, for the Seventh New York regiment, and the third 
had the figures 71, for the Seventy-first New York regiment. 
Altogether there were some twenty-five hundred extra 
burners and jets. It was the most brilliantly lighted hall, 
by artificia! means, ever seen in this city. A fountain of 
perfumery was placed in front of the centre of the stage, 
and from 9 o’clock in the evening until 4 o’clock in the 
morning sent up jets of cologne. The fountain was four feet 
in height, urn shaped, and covered with flowers. it was 
designed by Mr. Wm. E. Clark, of this city, paymaster of the 
Light Infantry. The supper room was in Washington Hall, 
where ample space was had for all to eat with comfort. 
Perfectly in keeping with the other liberal arrangements 
the supper proved a complete success, addipg another to the 
many triumphs of Mr. L. H. Humphreys, of the City Hotel. 
The table was forty feet long and five in width. In the 
centre was a massive epergne, flanked by six smaller epergnes, 
all laden with fruits and flowers. There were ‘also six 
pyramids of cornets a Ja creme, and disposed around the 
table in glasses were 300 small bouquets for the ladies. 

The success of the ball depended mainly upon the almost 
superhuman efforts ofthe commanding officer, Colonel Henry 
Allen, who not only personally sold a very large proportion 
of the tickets, but arranged every detail connected with the 
affair. He labored almost incessantly night and day to bring 
everything to perfection, and very few men could have ac- 
complished so much in so short a time. 

The majority of the New York guests left Friday night, 
but several remained over until Saturday, then going further 
east, a few remaining until Sunday night before starting. 
During their stay Colonel Allen, Colonel Eddy, Dr. Kirby, 
and many other prominent citizens of Providence were unre- 
lenting in their attentions. Mr. Humphreys, the proprietor 
of the City Hotel, the headquarters of the New Yorkers, was 
assiduous in attentions. There were many incidents, but we 
have not space to chronicle them—sleighing parties and 
courtesies innumerable, which those who remained over will 


never forget. 
A COMPLIMENT. 


The Press describes a compliment to ex-Quartermaster 
Wm. C. Rogers, of the New York Twenty-second : 


Double parlors were engaged at the City Hotel by one of 
his particular friends and handsomely decorated. Over the 
large mirror was a shield representing the ‘‘Landing of 
Roger Williams upon the shores of Little Rhody,’’ above and 
around which were ‘‘ Roger Williams, 1863,’’ ‘‘ William 
Rogers, 1871.’’ Over the bed in the rear parlor, was a mag- 
nificent canopy of silk and Thibet flags arranged in graceful 
folds, and upon the bureau was a most profuse display of 
conservatory flowers, representing almost every variety that 
can be thought of. The centre table was ornamented with 
massive silver dishes well supplied with everything that could 
be desired. It was a compliment that any one might feel 
proud of, but hundreds of New York and Providence military 
boys will say that Quartermaster Rogers is fully deserving of 
such a token of appreciation for his well-known liberality 
and genuine sympathies. 


** SOLID MEN TO THE FRONT.”’ 


We cannot close our account without paying a handsome 
tribute to the ‘‘solid’’ men of Providence who formed the 
reception committee at the ball and during the stay of the 
New Yorkers. These gentlemen, or the main portion, took 
an active part in all the proceedings, and those of them who 
did not contributed substantially to the reception and ball 
fund. The following are the names of this committee not 
already published in this report : General Lyman B. Frieze, 
Colonels Amasa Sprague and W. P. Blodgett. In conclusion, 
we fear New York will never be able to repay Rhode Island’s 
generosity. 








MARRIED. 


THornBuRGH—CLARKE.—At Trinity Chapel, Omaha, December 
26, 1870, by the Rev. J. Gassman, Lieutenant T. T. Tuornpvres, 
Second Artillery, to Lipa W., daughter of Major RK. D. Clarke, 
Paymaster U.S. Army. (No cards.) 


SmirH—ALLIison.—At Atlanta, Ga., January 26, 1871, by the 
Rev. Chas. Thomas, Dr. A. K. Smirx, Surgeon U. 8. A, to Miss 
Exuen M., daughter of Major Thomas 8. Allison, Paymaster U. 8. 
Army. 


Jacop—Dorsry.—At Stockwood, Howard Co., Md., January 17, 
by the Rev. Edmund Christian, Epwin 8. Jacozp, Master VU. 8. 
ene » Miss Curistre W. Dorey, grand-daughter of George L. 
Stockett. 


Scotr—-Mv.Luican.—At the residence of the bride’s aunt, Mrs. 
Charles Townsend, by the Rev. Mr. Wolcott Calkins, Lieutenant 
Dovetas M. Scort, First U. 8. Infantry, to Miss Ftorence A. 
MULLIGAN, of Buffalo. (No cards.) 


Watiace—Kunicutr.—In Brooklyn, Wednesday, January 18, at 
the residence of the bride’s mother, by the Rey. Wayland Hoyt, 
Lieutenant Wintiam M. Wa.LAcz, Sixth U. 8. Cavalry, to ALicr, 
daughter of the late Daniel M. Knight, of Brooklyn. (No cards.) 








DIED. 


MircHe.i.—On fthe 17th ult., at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
Mary Epmisrong, infant daughter of Captain Wm. G. and Ellen 
M. Mitchell, aged one year, five months and three days. 


Droury.—At Montgomery, Ala., at 12 m. January 24, after a 
long and painful illness, Mrs. ELizaseta M. Drury, wife of Lieu- 
tenant Thomas Drury, Second U. 8. Infantry. 








W. 0. ROGERS & 60., 


STATIONERS AND PRINTERS, 
26 JOHN STREET, NEW YORE 
Speelalty—Military Blank Forms and Documents printed 
order, at reasonable prices. 
Descriptive Books 
Endorsement and Memorandum Booke, 
Consolidated Report Book 
Court-martial Books, Sergeants’ Roll Books. 








Weddins, and Visitine Cards of the Latest Styles, ete., ete 
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